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wilderspin
GARAGE LTD

A local family-run business

SERVICING & REPAIRS

EXHAUSTS | BATTERIES | TYRES | CLUTCHES | BRAKES | TIMING BELTS

M.O.T. TESTING CENTRE

CLASSES 4,5 & 7 | MOTOR HOMES | MINI BUSES
CARS | VANS | LIGHT COMMERCIAL

FREE  cowmowns  FREE

USE OF COLLECTION AND
COURTESY CARS g SERVICING DELIVERY SERVICE

OAKTREE ROAD | FEN DRAYTON | CB24 4SS

Tel: 01954 230273 | Email: wilderspingarageltd@gmail.com
www.wilderspin-garage.co.uk

Visit our truly
stunning display gardens

SPECIALISTS IN NATURAL HARD
— LANDSCAPING MATERIALS -

bannold.co.uk
01954 231666 | email: supplies@bannold.co.uk
Capability Barns, Huntingdon Rd, Fen Drayton, cambs CB24 4SD




Events at a Glance

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Auction Sales
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction of
individual items, through to complete
property and commercial clearances.

May 2025 one celebration to another. Mother’s Day blends into Easter S
. b .
SALE ENTRIES INVITED 01 Fenstanton Morris, Clock Tower with chocolate eggs sitting comfortably alongside fragrance %
Friday, Saturday & Monday 04 Fen Drayton 10K Race and Fun Run and gin. Easter, this year, is later in April than previous o
between 8.30am and 5pm 07 VE Day C. tion. Lvcheat years and there are plenty of themed events featured in this
ay Commemoration, Lychgate month’s magazine.
08 VE Day Commemoration events
75 New Street, St Neots PEI9 1A] 10 Plant Sale and Swap, Village Hall The end of March saw the clocks go forward and days are really
01480 474 350 ] 10 Murder Mystery Evening starting to open out at this time of year. Let’s hope we get a spectacular
sn@peacockauction.co.uk with Strictly Murder summer as it seems a long time since we had a really good run of great
peacockauction.co.uk ) weather. BBQ, salads and ice cream seem a distant memory.
10 Planting vegetable seeds,
Community Garden Once again The Journal is packed full of interesting articles.
10-11  Bowls Club Fun Days Don’t miss the exposé on owning a rabbit, which
17-18 Fenstanton Open Gardens

April 2025

26

Nestbox building, Community Garden

Fen Drayton Fenstanton Hilton
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18 PTA Easter Egg Trail

19 Books & Jigsaws Sale, URC

19 Family Egg Hunt Is HERE

Paint and Sip, Village Hall
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Itis amazing how the supermarkets move seamlessly from Jﬁ 3

is very topical for Easter. Or the fascinating piece .
on Doggerland. Plus, the holiday notes from é
some children at Fenstanton and Hilton
Primary School are an absorbing insight
into the variety of travel

17-18 Art Exhibition, Parish Church

i
(\ ) June 2025

FENSTANTON 19-21  Booze in Fenstanton Pews, destinations.
g '1 VE \ I'. \ i Parish Church
i Fgh 28 Jazzin the Village, Village Hall
We are accepting new patients. July 2025

@ 05 BIG Village Fun Day, School playing field

Membership Plans Cambs Open Studios, varying weekends in July,
a Fenstanton, Fen Drayton, Hilton - &

. A g} L .q
25 Hilton Summer Ball ik £ - A ML o P v

27-02 Aug Feast Week - : AN

From all at The Journal we hope you enjoy this edition

01480 381129 Editors Circulation

www.fenstantondental.co.uk

Gill Parrish - fendrayton@thejournal.life Denise May - circulation@thejournal.life
Anne Mustill - fenstanton@thejournal.life Advertising
Malcolm Lynn - hilton@thejournal.life Nigel Ferrier - info@thejournal.life

If you have an event coming up that you would
like to have listed on this page please send the
details to Anne at fenstanton@thejournal.life

3i¢ invisalign Enlighten
Please submit any copy by 10 April latest for the May edition.
Cover photograph provided by Malcolm Lynn.




Village News

The Royal British
Legion in Hilton

As you will know, 2025 is a very special year
in remembering the 80 years since the end
of World War Two. The Legion will of course
be joining and sometimes leading these
commemorations with members of St lves
Town Council and publicity of both solemn
and amusing events will appear closer to 08
May, VE Day, so please do watch for them
when you are in St Ives.

The Women'’s Section of the St Ives branch is
celebrating our 88th birthday this year - what
an achievement! We actively raise funds and
in return we enjoy caring friendships and
support. We meet at the Ivy Leaf Club in the
Broadway every second Monday from 11:30
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FEN DRAYTON
VILLAGE HALL
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Large Hall
For exercise, dances and parties

Large Car Park
20 car spaces for lots of visitors

Grass Patio
for children’s parties

b
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'www.fendraytonvillagehall.org.uk
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

to 1:00pm. We serve warm greetings, tea,
coffee, biscuits and often, cake.

The Ivy Leaf club is our base, it is also the
venue for our Drop in Mornings every third
Friday from 11:30 to 1:30. Those who drop by
receive the same warm greetings and enjoy
chat on every subject and the usual teas,
coffees (free) or why not buy a drink at the
bar?

So give us a try!

Why are you paying so much for your Glasses?

EyeSpecs 7, a

will save you up to £200 |
on High Street prices!

+ Exclusive frame ranges and designer names !
+ 40 years’ ophthalmic manufacturing experience

+ Sunglasses and sports eyewear
+ Modern and comfortable dispensing suite

. advery®
EyeSpecs 3z ionrea Call us
BTl now or
Tel: 01480 499606 PE27 3LF

Open Monday to Friday 9-5 drop in
n u r@ @ info@eyespecsuk.com
www.eyespecsuk.com
TED BAKER

Saturday 9-1 (by appointment) today'

PARKING AVAILABLE

&- L @ KAREN MILLEN
OAKLEY

Hilton Coffee Mornings
Coffee mornings in aid of EACH
(East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices)
are held in

I the Hilton
Methodist g
Schoolroom
on the first Saturday of each month.

o e d e
East Anglia's
Children's Hospices

5 April  10:00am to 12:00 noon
3 May 10:00am to 12:00 noon

Hope you will be able to join us!

NEED A PLUMBER?

MDS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

Serving the community
for over 20 years.

* Natural Gas, LPG and QOil
* Boiler repairs & emergency calls

* Boiler Replacements and Servicing

* Central Heating Repairs and Upgrades
* Hot Water Cylinders and Un-Vented

ater .

W5%" Mark Dibblee
07860 829 591

email: plumbing@mdservices.uk.com

www.mdservices.uk.com

rs on 07799 850237
or 01480 764334
infograham@yahoo.com

www.grahamleemalkan.com

@
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Find a defibrillator near you

We hope you never need a defibrillator, but if you did they are located in various
places throughout our villages. The locations are below with the [f[j what3words

Village News

Do you own a top dog?

At the Fenstanton BIG Village Fun Day on Saturday 05 July

there will be a dog show for the first time. This will give you the
opportunity to see if you own a winning dog. Not quite Crufts but

close enough on a local scale.

The categories will be as follows:
¢ Most handsome male dog

& Dog with most waggy tail

# Best groomed dog

# Bestrescue dog

# Best puppy (under twelve months) & Best child dog handler

# Best pedigree dog & Bestin show

Rosettes will be awarded to the first three in each category with trophies for the Best in Show

¢ Most attractive female dog
¢ Dog with the best trick

¢ Dog you would most like to take home

# Best veteran dog (over eight years old)

and First Reserve. With an overall prize of a grooming voucher for the Best in Show. Entries

will be £2.50 per category and you can enter your dog for as many categories as you like. All

monies collected will be donated to the Biggies League Romanian Rescue Charity.

The competition will kick off at 14.00 on the day and entries will be accepted from 13.00.
All dogs must remain on leads whilst in the show ring and on the school

playing field before and after the dog show.
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location references.

Hilton Cricket Pavilion clerk.farmland.unroll

Fen Drayton Village Hall on Cootes Lane moons.grumbles.admires
Fenstanton Ash’s Store (NISA) on the High Street pouting.cabinet.washroom
Fenstanton Church Centre on School Lane reclusive.creeps.deleting
Fenstanton Zaza barbers on Headlands thing.pylon.relatives

Hilton Prince of Wales Pub on Potton Road mindset.skip.pulps

Spring walks

The Huntingdonshire Local Group of the
Wildlife Trust is pleased to welcome you to
guided walks at Portholme Meadow and
Brampton Wood in April. Please note that
both walks are likely to be wet and muddy
so wear appropriate footwear.

Pat Doody will lead the first walk at
Portholme Meadow on Wednesday 16th April
at 5pm. As many of you will know, Pat is an
expert on the fauna, flora and history of the
meadow. Pat will focus on the snakeshead
fritillaries, but we may also see spring birds
such as corn bunting and skylark. There
will be a charge of £5.00 payable by cash or
card. Please meet at Godmanchester Lock,
TL24107042. Nearest postcode PE292HB.
What3words regular.interests.dries.

On Sunday 27th April, we will meet at
10.30am for a walk at Brampton Wood.

Wildlife Trust for
Beds, Cambs
. & Northants
This will be
r
Goros Huntingdonshire
Tim Fryer Local Group

(and others

depending on numbers). As usual we will
focus on the bluebells, but we should also
see a rich variety of flora and fauna. There
is a small car park on site.GR TL18446981,
What3Words Plates.plodding.photocopy.
The charge is £5.00 - cash only.

Please note that these walks could be subject
to cancellation if we have a wet spring.
Please check the website (wildlifebcn.org)
nearer the time. For more information
contact Tim - 07941 261346 or timpfryer@
googlemail.com).

Part of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire
and Northamptonshire. Registered Charity No: 1000412




HILTON SUMMER BALL 2025

JAMES BOND {755,

On His Majesty’s Secret Service

FRIDAY 25TH JULY 2025
< HILTON VILLAGE GREEN

007"

COCKTAIL BAR DELICIOUS COURMET BBOQ
OFFICIAL JAMES BOND BAND PROFESSIONAL
DANCERS JAMES BOND CAR FIRE EATER &
JUCCLER PROFESSIONAL ACTORS CHARITY
RAFFLE PLUS MUCH MORE!...

ﬁ:ﬂﬂpm fi1zz recepti(m

Carriages lam

Tickets £70 pp Please Whatsapp Sharon on 07984 232424

Eﬂ CanDo

ROOFING

Slate & Tile Pitched Roofing works
Replacement & New Builds

UPVL facias, soffits and guttering,
Replacement & New Builds

# Flat-roofing, Replacement & New Builds
* Free estimates

Tel. 01354 629575 Mob.07921 622 287
Website. www.cando-roofing.co.uk
Email. enguiries@cando-roofing.co.uk
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Fenstanton
Church Centre

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE -

Fenstanton Church Ce |:rJ ||:1-= the ideal venue

Family Celebral

EASTON & COOK

Independent Funeral Service

Owned and Managed by
Andrew Cook pip FD.
Kay Easton Dip FD. M.B.LE.

Providing a caring and personal service
24hrs a day for all your funeral needs

Office and Chapel of Rest

2b Harding Way
ST IVES, Cambs PE27 3WR
Tel: 01480 301400 -
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Please join us to Commemorate
the 80" Anniversary of VE Day

Wednesday 7" May 2025
11am

The Lychgate, Hilton

Following the commemoration, all are
welcome at the Community Hub,
in the Village Hall, for light refreshements




Satléun 10-11 May
11 .OOam = _3-00pm
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For membership details and any other information or. queries
regarding the club please email fenstantonbowlsclub@outiook-com

or call David on 07876343900.

Put the date in your diany
We look forward to seeing you soon

i W e Iy o
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htl:ps fffenstantnnbnwlsclub-:n-ukfﬂnd-usf

Village News

U3a Open Day

learn,
St Ilves Corn Exchange, Tuesday 29 April 2-4pm u3q :ﬁ,‘ég

The u3a Open Day is the perfect opportunity
for adults coming up to their retirement
years to explore a diverse range of creative,
educational or social interest opportunities.
You will see how you can develop your
interests, make new friends and have fun.

You will have the chance to meet existing
members and explore the variety of groups
on offer including arts, sciences, humanities
and sport. From painting to philosophy,
languages to digital skills, the u3a offers
something for everyone, no matter your
background.

Highlights on the day will include
opportunities to discuss retirement,
demonstrations and entertainment from the
singing and music groups. Free refreshments
also available.

“At u3a we believe that sharing interests
and hobbies leads to new friendships and

Jigsaw Exchange -
Hilton Parish Church

Do you like doing jigsaws?

opportunities,” says Peter Cooper, Chair of St
Ives u3a. “Our Open Day is an ideal chance
to see what’s on offer and how you can get
involved. We are especially hoping to see
people who are already semi-retired, working
part-time or who find they have more time

on their hands, to see how joining u3a now
will enhance their retirement and may even
inspire some to start a new group.” The u3a
has over 900 members and 60+ groups,
many of which are full or have waiting lists,
so as a result new ideas from enthusiastic
individuals are always welcome. Members all
work together to make groups a success and
there is a support team on hand with plenty
of volunteers to help.

To learn more about the u3a and the Open

Day please visit: https://u3aivo.uk/open-
day-2025/

The u3a look forward to welcoming you and
sharing the joy of lifelong learning!

Do you know we run a jigsaw exchange in the parish
churchin Hilton? It’s free and easy to get involved .... the
puzzles are stored in the church which is open during the
day, or evenings by request. We have puzzles suitable for
all ages and abilities The idea is that you just go in and
exchange your puzzle(s) or, if you don’t have a puzzle to
exchange, then just borrow one and bring it back when
completed. We can even collect and deliver puzzles for
anyone with limited mobility and, of course, would be

happy to receive puzzle donations.

For more information, please contact Rachel Wood

(830866) or Jenny Broom (830413)




Village News

Hilton Feast Week

Family Egg Hunt, Saturday 19th April

Join us on Easter Saturday, 19th April, for a fun family Egg Hunt
starting and finishing at Hilton Village Hall. For just £3 per entry,
you can collect a trail map at the hall and explore the village

to see how many hidden eggs you can spot. Every hunter will
receive a small chocolate egg, and there’s a special prize for one
keen-eyed participant who finds them all!

In addition to the Egg
Hunt, there will be
crafts, refreshments,
and a tombola to enjoy.
We’ll also be joined by
some animal friends
from Monach Farm for
you to meet.

No need to book—
simply turn up on the
day for a morning full of
Easter fun! The event
runs from 10:30am to
1pm, but be sure to pick
up your trail map in time
to return to the hall by

iom. Saturday 19t April 2025

We can’t wait to see
you there!

Murder Mystery Evening with Strictly Murder, Saturday 10th May

“Rose Soles has been the treasurer of her local amateur Dramatic Society for many years. She
is now retiring and moving to the south of France with her husband, Reg. Her ‘friends’in the
society have decided to put on a special leaving tribute for her. But all is not what it seems and
foul play is afoot!”

Come along and enjoy a fun evening and see if you can find out whodunnit!

Gather your team of up to 8 people, or come along solo and join a team on the night, for an
evening of suspense and intrigue! Watch the play unfold, uncover clues, and question the
suspects to crack the case.

Tickets are £15 each and include food, with a licensed bar available to purchase drinks. Get
your tickets now at www.feastweek.co.uk.

Don’t miss out on a thrilling night of mystery and fun

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

We Value Qld Fashioned Customer Service

ﬂ Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors
wlm Mo Call Qut Charge
& Mo Fix No Fee

21 All Werk Fully Guaranteed
a:'._; 10% Senior Citizen Discount

1F

For Mere Advice & Help Call Christopher:
07772111 222

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

cambridgesunblinds l

Part of the Anglian Home Improverments Group

on in-house
blinds

T&C’s apply

Quality Bespoke

Secure Self Storage

Easy io open & tast o access
indoor units with acoess codes,
megapixel CCTV & indeadual
reom alarms. Choose as fittle
of as much space as you really
need, Tor any lergih of slay
Clean, dry, venlitaled &
condensation free. Friendlly &
helpful advice with viewings
amanged by appointment.

Space|
MoreSp e,
s Located ab Graveley PE19 6PH

Menbon The Journal far £5
iscoamt on your first month

* Household

i B 01480 830130
‘Hobby  MoOrespacestorage.co.uk

Sureclean

PROFESSIONAL CARPET
& UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Tile & Hard Floor Cleaning
DRIVEWAY & PATIO CLEANING
Re-sanding & Sealing

GUTTER CLEANING,
INSPECTION & REPAIRS

Roof Moss Removal

Local Company ~ Fully Insured

T: 01480 832021 or 07870 338074
www.surecleancarpetcleaning.co.uk
melwoodcock@outlook.com




FENSTANTON UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH

Chequer Street

BOOKS &
JIGSAWS

Hilton Parish Church
Fabric Fund

Please consider donating your loose/
unwanted change to the upkeep of the
fabric of Hilton Parish Church.

I will deliver boxes to your house and
collect them three times a year, or less
frequently, if you prefer.
Please contact me on 01480 830157
or e mail -stephenbridge2@aol.co.uk
if you feel you can help us to maintain
this lovely building.

Thank you.

ON SALE

Saturday 19 April
9.30 - 12.00 noon

Hilton Community Garden

The Community Garden would like to bring to your notice the following
lecture organised by the Cambs and Beds Hardy Plant society:-

HARDY PLANT SOCITTY
Gardening with hardy perennials

5 April 2025, 2.00 p.m - Speaker: Peter Williams
Special Plants for Small Gardens

Members Free - Visitors £4.00
The Weatherley Centre, Eagle Farm Road, Biggleswade, Beds SG18 8JH
Free Parking

For further information contact details www.hpscambsandbeds.co.uk

Spring Plant Sale Sunday 11th May 2025 - 10a.m. ‘til 12 noon

Village News

Hilton Village Hall

The Hilton Village Hall Committee is
thrilled to announce two exciting events
coming up to help raise funds for our
village hall.

First, on Saturday 26th April, we are
delighted to welcome back The Paint Club
for another creative session. Following

the success of last autumn’s event, this _ GET YOURS AT
time we’ll be painting “Chickens.” It’s a MILTONVALLASEIINE L GO
fun and relaxing activity suitable for all, LICENSLE BAR

even beginners! Tickets are £35 each and
include all materials, expert tuition, and a
glass of Prosecco on arrival.

Then, on Saturday 28th June, we are
excited to host Jazz in the Village. Join us

ALL MATERIALS AND TEITION INCLUBLD
TO PAINT “CHICKENS™, SUITABLL TOR
ABSOLETELY ANYONL, KD FAINTIRG

SATURDAY 2¢™ APRIL 7PM

£35 A TICKET { mcLunes & cLass
OF FROSECCO BR SOFT DRINK)

LXFERIENCE REGUTRERY

RAISING FUNDS FOR HILTON VILLAGE HALL

Jazz'th the Village

“Wory coof muur plrped in 3 mapical afnasphens - i will sl o
Jars poeeiced an well aw a

lan Millar ity i
by your sh
saxophone ot reatheaking!”
Dominic Spencer - ....cwum, nterigen,
HILTON VILLAGE HALL

Grove End, Hifton, Huntingdon PEIR 9PF

nmesied  Sat 28" June TP IR

uncies b trew

www.millarandspencer.co.uk

for a memorable evening with lan Millar
and Dominic Spencer, whose accessible
and melodic jazz style has been a great
success for many years at the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival and at various other jazz
festivals across the UK. A licensed bar will
be available to complement the fantastic
music. Tickets are £12 each, and under-
16s are welcome to attend for free with an
accompanying
adult.

Tickets for both
events are
available on our
website at www.

ALL

hiltonvillagehall. o
com. = =
Come along and r \

support Hilton
Village Hall - a
great resource - =
in our local L

emm - HILTON
@

K|

ILLAGE

!
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Hilton Town Trust

Hilton Town Trust is a small charitable trust which exists to provide support to the village
and villagers of Hilton. Grants can be provided to village organisations or to individuals,
depending on circumstances and may be able to help with...

« Capital expenditure for groups and organisations in the village

» Setting up new community initiatives

+ One-off village celebrations

« Cost of living grants

« Education expenses

« Organised enrichment trips
Of course, there are limited funds but what we do have is there to help all the people of Hilton.

So if you have a project or know of someone who would benefit from some support please
contact one of the Trustees, in confidence, with the details.

Rev David Busk 436400 Rachel Lawton 831669
Jenny Broom 830413 Malcolm Lynn 831629
Rachel Wood 830866 or HiltonTownTrust@gmail.com

e

Hilton Churches’
Lent Lunches

#' 3

o 4

Do come and join us for a light lunch
between 12:30 and 2:00pm.

Thursday, March 27th - 1, Grove End
by kind invitation of Carole and Malcolm Lynn.

Thursday, April 3rd - Tanglewood, The Green
by kind invitation of Jenny Broom.

Thursday, April 10th - 27, Scotts Crescent
by kind invitation of Sandy and Richard Monk.

Ma as@Jﬁ >
Suggested donation - £5:00  Proceeds in aid of MAGPAS  ar %E!BULANCE

District News

For Fenstanton and Hilton

Updates from Clare Tevlin,
your District Councillor

In Focus: A balanced budget for How your Council Tax

is spent

Tp of every £ goes owards these HDC services:

Every E1 of your Council Tax s approxemabesy™
shared in tha following way

Huntingdonshire District Council has agreed

a balanced budget for 2025/2026. It includes
plans for investment into the community and
essential services, while ensuring we maintain a
balanced financial position.

Council Tax fora Band D property to rise by just
£5 a year (less than 10p a week)

Councillor Sarah Conboy, Executive Leader of
Huntingdonshire District Council, added: “At
a time when councils across the country are
grappling with financial pressures, | am proud
that Huntingdonshire District Council remains
focused on long-term financial sustainability”.

“This financial stability has enabled us to invest
in the Community Health and Wealth Building
Strategy. This people-centred initiative aligns our
resources with what matters most to residents
as research consistently shows that factors

like good employment, strong social ties, and
physical activity are essential to quality of life.
Through collaboration with our community
and partners, we aim to create a healthier,
more inclusive, and prosperous future for all of
Huntingdonshire.”

i Aoy

*Figures are based on 24/25, formal notification

. . o . fi h ived.
Huntingdonshire District Council has taken rom all preceptors had not been received

action to support local people, by ensuring that the lowest income households can get Council
Tax relief (up to 100%) in 2025/26. Find out more about council support here: https://www.
huntingdonshire.gov.uk/benefits/council-tax-support/

New electrical waste bins installed by Church Street Car Park, Fenstanton for all residents.

By participating in this new collection service, residents will be helping to
reduce the environmental impact of e-waste and contributing to a safer, cleaner
community. This new service accepts small electrical items such as mobile
phones, remote controls, and small kitchen appliances such as kettles and

f toasters, but does not accept large electrical items or hazardous waste. Larger
items can still be taken to the nearest recycling centre for proper disposal.

Do you have any queries or questions? You can contact me by: clare.tevlin@
huntingdonshire.gov.uk or 07565350014.
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Busway set to get improved Sunday

service - it's time to explore!

The Cambridgeshire Busway will see an improved service
from April - with buses running up to every 15 minutes - as
local people are encouraged to get out and explore our
beautiful local countryside and heritage.

The changes, which will come into effect from Sunday 20
April, will see Service A increase from hourly to every 15
minutes from St Ives Park and Ride to Cambridge City Centre.
This improves the frequency and capacity from St lves Park
and Ride and Orchard Park to Cambridge City Centre. This
will replace some journeys on Service B, which will now run
hourly.

David Boden, Director of Business Development at Stagecoach
East, said: “The Busway runs right through some of the most
beautiful countryside in our region, and is an easy and great
value way to get out and about. Watching the scenery go by as
you travel between Cambridge, St Ives, and Huntingdon is a
wonderful way to spend time.”

Joseph Ellis Foundation Trust

PARENTS AND CARERS

If you are a resident of Fenstanton with a child in full time
education or a resident of Fen Drayton with a child in full time
eduction (year 7 or above). And, you are struggling to purchase
clothing or equipment necessary for your child’s education
(academic or physical).

W can help

Apply in confidence to:
Teresa Dellar. Jellistrust@gmail.com

THE DUCHESS

freehouse
@ www.TheDuchessFenstanton.co.uk
01480 350-859

New Bar Opening Times
Wednesday - Friday 3:30pm -10:30pm*
Saturday 12pm -10:30pm*
Sunday 12pm-9pm * Mo under 18's after Spm

Upcoming Events

Bingo Nights Quiz Nights
Dabbers at the ready!... Join us on Thursday 10th April and Thursday 24" April
Thursday3 Aprlland Thursday 17' Aprll From 7:30pm
From 7:30pm. Cash Prize for first place!
Keep an eye on Facebook page for more details! £2 entry pp | Max 6 per team

Knock out Darts Competition
We are hosting an All Welcome’ Darts Competition on Saturday 12th April!
More information will be posted upon our Facebook page nearer the time.

Chess Club & Games Evenings

Calling gamers across the board! Get your game on every Sunday evening from 5pm with
friends and/or family! Be it chess or other board games alike, trading cards, traditional
card games, popular mobile games, board games or other...

Gamers Unite on Sunday evenings to share their interests...

Bring your own board game to play with friends or family if you like!

And now for the main Event... Easter Weekend!

Live Music over the weekend — Band to be announced in April!
Bank Holiday Monday open from Noon - 9pm
Did someone say “Pimms o’clock”...? Cheeky Pimms!

¥ a

Save the date... August Bank Holiday BONANZA!
Drinks Deals, Live Music, Welly Wanging, and More...!




@®ASH'S

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

Family run convenience store, trading since 1988

For all your household needs. Fresh bread, milk, fruit and
vegetables plus and extensive wine and beer selection.
Wide range of frozen goods and ready meals.
Newspapers and lottery cards.

Opening hours
Monday to Friday 07.00-21.00
Saturday 08.00-21.00
Sunday 08.00-17.00

16 High Street, Fenstanton PE29 9JZ
01480 466225

ﬂ ashsshopfenstanton

Nisa

Making a Difference Locally

Easter Holiday

Scheme Place
R Vet

Would your child like to
attend a fully funded
holiday scheme this
Easter where fun
experiences, a meal and
snacks are included?

Children in receipt of
benefit-related free
school meals are eligible
to attend a participating
holiday scheme for

16 hours.

Please visit the County Council webpage for details
and the wider eligibility criteria:

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/haf
(or scan the QR Code)

Questions: HAF@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire
County Council




Step into the Past

Early days of
Fen Drayton LSA

By Richard Treeby

On 1 November 1935, 10 men from County
Durham, who had been selected to be
smallholder tenants on the newly formed
Land Settlement Association estate, arrived
in Fen Drayton. Among them was Tom
Collier from Perkinsville, a small mining
village about 10 miles from Durham City.
They were billeted in Fen Drayton House
and looked after by Mrs McDermot who had
been housekeeper to the previous owner,
Mr lveson. A further 10 men joined them
after Christmas.

The men’s first task was to build new roads
and trackways. They surfaced the tracks of
Daintrees Lane and Springhill Road, created
Middleton Way and Oaktree Road and cleared

the land of orchards in Cootes Lane.

The holdings then began to be allocated;
Tom Collier was given number 26 in Springhill
Road. While the houses were being built, the
men worked on the land learning the growing
trade under the supervision of Mr Piper, the
estate manager. The holdings then began

to produce crops of lettuce, tomatoes and
potatoes.

As the houses were completed families
started to join the men, including Tom’s
wife Mary and his son and daughter, who
arrived from Perkinsville. The holding was
flourishing: as well as crops, he began
rearing pigs and poultry. As soon as he was
old enough, Tom’s son John Thomas (also
known as Tom) was employed by the builder
erecting the estate houses, subsequently
becoming an LSA employee working with
horses, carting and ploughing, alongside
Charlie Giddings.

Charlie Giddings lived with his wife Hannah
in a cottage at the bottom of Cootes Lane
and was known locally to be a real character
-and a “Fen Tiger” skater. During the winter
water was let out of the dykes to flood the

fields, leaving silt on the ground to act as
fertiliser. When the waterlogged fields froze
over, Fen men, known as Fen Tigers, put on
their special skates and held speed skating
competitions. Charlie was also a folk singer
who sang mainly in the Three Tuns, which

he visited most nights. He had his own seat -

and woe betide anyone who dared sit on it!

In the late 1950s Sam Steel started collecting
and recording songs of the area. A CD entitled

Heel & Toe, which includes some of Charlie’s
songs, is still available from www.veteran.
co.uk

With the outbreak of the Second World War
in 1939, the concern of the government
changed from overcoming unemployment
to meeting the need to increase food
production rapidly. Preferred applicants
for LSA holdings were those with previous
horticultural experience. Holding 22 in
Oaktree Road became vacant in 1942 when
the tenant returned to Durham and was
allocated to Mr Edward Madder. He was one
of the new category of tenant, having come
from Harrow Weald where he had been head
gardener and chauffeur at a large house.

All spare land was now brought into
production and the field next to Fen Drayton
House was ploughed to grow vegetables.

All the growers were working flat out seven
days a week, meaning that the estate was
producing huge amounts of food as part

Tom and Charlie (wearing a cap) with their horses

of the war effort. Produce
was delivered to the NAAFIS,
sometimes twice per day,

to Bassingbourn, Caxton,
Kettering, Oakington and
Wyton, to name few.

The growers were assisted

by Women’s Land Army and
POWs from Elsworth camp. In
1943 Mr Madder successfully
applied for his daughter, Alice,
who was still living in Harrow
Weald, to be allocated to work
on his holding as a land girl.

One afternoon, while Alice
was out for a walk, she met a
young man walking his dog. They exchanged
a few words, “Are you coming to the Land
Army dance on Saturday?” They did go to the
dance, which was held in the village hall at
the bottom of Cootes Lane. The man was

Alice (right) with another land girl

young Tom Collier: a romance followed and
Tom and Alice were married in St Mary’s
church in Fen Drayton on 15 February 1945.
Tom continued to work for the LSA, retiring in
1980 after 43 years’ service.
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FRANK'S FARM

COMMUNITY FooD PARK

Cafe / bistro
Aldo's Biscotti & pasta

Sim’'s Pizza

WHERE TO FIND US Frank's Farm, Brockley Road, Elsworth, Cambridge CB23 4EY b

librasmasll

Mobile Library service

Route H9 - 2nd Tuesday In The Month

Fen Drayton

Primary School 2.30pm -3.30pm

Fen Drayton

War Memorial 3.40pm-4.10pm

Route H11 - 2nd Thursday In The Month
Hilton Village Hall 2.00pm -2.40pm
Fenstanton Headlands 2.50pm - 3.40pm
Fenstanton Chapel Green 3.50pm -4.20pm
Route H25 - 4th Thursday In The Month
Fenstanton Chapel Green 9.30am - 10.00am

Fenstanton Headlands 10.10am - 10.45am

Remi’s butchery
Lauren's Chocolate Sam's Mushrooms

Courses, cows, chucks & fish

Webbsour Bakehouse

T

Cambs Light
Removals

For all your removal
needs

Telephone
01480 352220
07894 526863

cambslightremovals.com

10Kk start - 10am

Fun run start -
12:30pm

Family fun all day
4th May 2025
FEN DRAYTON 10K,
FUN RUN AND

FAMILY FUN DAY

Food and

refreshment Stalls

Entertainment and
activities for all the
family
ENTER HERE:
@fendrayton10k.org
CHARITIES FOR 2024
10K FUN RUN Fen Drayton School
CHIP TIMED 2.3KM ROUTE
FAST & FLAT MEDAL & LOLLY EACH & RSPB

MEDAL FOR FINISHERS OPEN TO ALL

GOING FOR THIRTEEN YEARS!
AND PROUDLY SUPORTED BY

CaGl

HOCKEYS B pem.ewm

! 0 [
Wilderspin Garage Ltd ‘I_[\( ELSIOR LAND -

] Contact us:
.

JOIN IN THE FUN!

L Pro-Let Properties
Organised by the Fen
Drayton Run committee

Zummms S CARRIAGES = Info@fendrayton10k.org




COME AND SHARE

OUR LENT LUNCHES!

at
56 Church Leys, FENSTANTON, PE28 9QD
(opposite Parish Church car park and Hampton Close)
on
FRIDAYS MARCH 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th,
APRIL 11th (NO April 4th)

Any time between 12 and 2.30 pm.

You are very welcome to join us for any or all the occasions.

The idea is to share a simple lunch of soup and bread,
(usually a choice of 3 or 4 soups)
to share the company of others, and to donate,
roughly what you would have otherwise spent
on a meal out, to our charity, which this year is :

abi-Aed

Action around Bethlehem Children with Disability

For more information contact John or Penny on 01480 464672

Thinking of getting a
rabbit? A vet’s advice!

Rabbits have long been considered an easy,
low-maintenance pet, perfect for children.
However, as a veterinary surgeon, | often
see cases where well-intentioned owners
have underestimated the level of care these
animals require. Before bringing a rabbit
into your home, it’simportant to consider
whether this pet is truly the right fit for your
family.

Rabbits are not ‘starter pets’

There is a common misconception that
rabbits are simple pets, similar to hamsters or
guinea pigs. In reality, rabbits have complex
needs and require daily care, interaction,

and a proper environment to thrive.

Unlike rodents, rabbits can live 8-12 years
(sometimes even longer), making them a
long-term commitment.

Not always suitable for children

Many parents choose a rabbit as a pet for
their children, assuming they will be easy
to handle and care for. However, rabbits
are delicate creatures that do not always
enjoy being picked up or cuddled. Their
fragile spines can be injured if they are held
incorrectly, and they can scratch or bite if
frightened.

Young children, especially those under

ten, often struggle to handle rabbits
appropriately. A frightened rabbit may kick
out or jump from their arms, leading to injury
for both the animal and the child. Rabbits
require a gentle, patient approach and are
better suited to older children or adults who
can understand their needs.

Space and exercise eeeds

Many people still associate rabbits with small
hutches, but keeping a rabbit confined in a
tiny space is neither humane nor healthy.
Rabbits need plenty of space to move,
stretch, and exercise. A hutch should only
serve as a shelter, not a primary living space.
Ideally, rabbits should have a large run or
even be free-roaming in a rabbit-proofed
room or secure garden area.

Lack of exercise can lead to obesity, muscle
weakness, and behavioural issues. A rabbit
that is confined in a small space for long
periods may become depressed, aggressive,
or develop health problems.

Diet and health considerations

Arabbit’s diet is another aspect of care

that is often misunderstood. Many people
assume that rabbits can live on a diet of
commercial pellets alone. In reality, a healthy
rabbit should have constant access to fresh
hay, which provides the necessary fibre to
maintain their digestive health. Fresh leafy
greens and a small portion of high-quality
pellets should supplement their diet.

Rabbits are also prone to dental issues due
to their continuously growing teeth. If their
diet lacks enough roughage, their teeth can
become overgrown, leading to pain and
difficulty eating. Regular check-ups with a vet
are essential to monitor their dental health.

Companionship and mental stimulation

Rabbits are social animals and should not be
kept alone. A single rabbit is likely to become
lonely, leading to stress and behavioural
problems. It’s best to keep rabbits in
compatible pairs or groups. Additionally, they
need toys, tunnels, and enrichment activities
to keep them mentally stimulated. A bored
rabbit may become destructive or develop
repetitive behaviours like excessive chewing.

Final thoughts

While rabbits can make wonderful pets, they
are not the ‘easy’ option that many believe
them to be. They require space, a proper diet,
regular vet care, and social interaction. If you
are considering a rabbit as a pet, ensure you
are fully prepared for the responsibility they
bring. With the right care and commitment,
rabbits can be incredibly rewarding
companions—but they deserve more than
just a hutch in the garden and a handful of
pellets each day.

If you have any questions about rabbit care
or whether a rabbit is the right pet for your
family, feel free to speak to our team at Bar
Hill. A little preparation and research can
make all the difference in providing a rabbit
with a happy and healthy life.

Dr Hayley Baker MA VetMB GPCert(endo)
MRCVS, Vet for Pets
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}-al.ry OO&) /V[other The Best for Your Pet

Award winning dog groomers

Professional pet grooming services

Offers a wide variety
of professional services
ranging from teeth
cleaning, dog walking,
breed standard traditional
grooms, to modern ,
style grooms for both

dogs and cats. L

Opening times WY
Mon Closed  Tues, Thurs & Fri 8am-6pm /' =
Wed 8am-8pm Sat 8am-6pm Sun Closed r-"'

M: 07477 878537
T: 01480461959

18 High Street, Fenstanton, Cambs PE28 9JZ

free-range pork grass-fed beef lamb and hogget

...entirely from our own naturally raised herds and flock:.::

\}-O S Ar P

FARM & BUTCHERY /
s -
L Iy 1
& meat, tradition®

Butcher’s Shop open: Place an order:
Thurs 13:30-17:30 david@rosegatefarm.co.uk
Friday 08:30 - 17:30 01954 488050
Sat 08:30-13:00 07922588171

Come and see us:
Rose and Crown Road Swavesey CB24 4RB

www.rosegatefarm.co.uk f Rosegate Farm Butchery @ Rosegatefarmbutchery

Trains, Boats and Planes

Cheese
and Wine
by Train

by Malcolm Lynn

If, like me, you are fond of cheese, wine and
travelling by train, these two train journeys
should appeal to you. The “Cheese Train”
starts in the picturesque town of Montreux
at the eastern end of Lake Geneva and
winds its way through some spectacular
scenery into Switzerland. The “Wine Train”
could hardly be more different - but more of
that later.

The MOB (Montreux Oberland Bernois)
company runs two special excursions

from Montreux, the Cheese Train and

the Chocolate Train. Both use part of the
panoramic Golden Pass Line, which runs
from Montreux to Luzern via Interlaken. The
Cheese Train goes deeper into Switzerland
than the Chocolate Train and that was the
excursion we chose. Maybe we’ll try the
Chocolate Train on another holiday!

The journey on the Cheese Train takes just
over one hour; in the first few minutes,

the track climbs steeply out of Montreux,
providing passengers with superb panoramic
views over the town and Lake Geneva

before heading into the mountains where

it crosses deep gorges and passes through
dense woodland and alpine pastures with
breathtaking mountain scenery.

The destination is a small town called
Chateau-d’Oex where, at the restaurant
called Le Chalet, you can see mountain
cheese being made in the traditional way
while you enjoy a hot fondue of local cheese.
(Even on a hot day in August!) The town’s
museum houses a fine collection of cowbells
and it also serves as the Swiss Centre for

the art of paper-cutting, or découpage, with
many examples of the art on display.

We had reserved seats for the outward
journey, so we could arrive in time for lunch,
but we had free choice of which train to use
for the return journey. That gave us time to
look around the museum and appreciate
something of what life had been like before
1906, when the railway reached the town.

Continued overleaf @



Trains, Boats and Planes

On arriving back in Montreux, we found the
town bustling with tourists but we just had
time to see the statue of Freddie Mercury and
the Queen Studio Experience before we had
to leave. A great day out.

The “Wine Train” was a completely different
experience. This train runs through the
cellars of the Mercier vineyard at Epernay,
which is about a three hour drive from Calais.

The vineyard is
one of several on
the “Avenue de
Champagne” which
isa UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Mercier’s cellars

are vast, holding
millions of bottles
of champagne, and
they occupy 18km
of tunnels that were
excavated from the
chalk 30m below
ground level. Inthe
19th century, horse-

drawn carriages would take visitors through
the tunnels but nowadays visitors travel on
a laser-guided train which is reached by a lift
from the Visitors Centre.

The business was the brainchild of Eugene
Mercier, the “Showman of Champagne”, who
was only 20 when he started the Mercier
Champagne House. He was an enterprising

and innovative businessman, who was ahead
of his time not only by “thinking big” but also
in the ways he promoted his business.

As well as encouraging visitors to his cellars,
another of his innovations was to use film

for advertising and as a consequence of his
marketing film of 1906, he is considered to be
the inventor of that technique.

However, he is
probably better
known for
constructing the
world’s largest barrel,
which has a capacity
of 160,000 litres. The
barrel took 16 years
to make and was
probably second only
to the Eiffel Tower

as an attraction

at the “Exposition
Universelle” in Paris
in 1889.

Although the views
from the train

are understandably rather limited, it was
surprising to see a number of examples of
bas-relief art carved into the wallsand a
statue of Miss Mercier that was considered to
be too daring at the time to be shown above
ground! it )

The tripwas a
fascinating experience
and the cool (10C)
temperature of the
cellarswas also a

very refreshing and
welcome change

from the heat we had
experienced a few
days earlier.




SaVE THE DATE

Fen Drayton

Community Cafe

Saturday April 12th
1030 - 1230

_ ._Fen_st_antdn -

Open Gérdéps
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Fenstanton
Morris

will be dancing in

The Dawn

Thursday 1 May
wo R, L _}’

at The Clocktower
Fenstanton, 5.30am

Join usin celebrating
this cherished tradition,
believed to bring about a
bountiful harvest in the
season to come!

Contact fenstantonbag@gmail.com
for further details or via our
Facebook page
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Fen Drayton
Tennis Club

Would you like to
givetennisatryor
start playing again?

Our 2025/6 Membership Year is about to start!

Here are the advantages of becoming a Member:

* Unlimited access to the courts
* Adults Club Sessions 2 times a week (novice players welcome!)

* (Coaching sessions for Adults & Juniors (fee payable - Juniors
subsidised)

* Members Tournament Day
+ (Option to join the Club Ladder competition
* (Organised visits to Padel courts

Why not sign-up for our 1-month Free Trial in April
to try out the courts before deciding whether to join us

Find more information about our
Club & details of the membership
costs on our website —
fendraytontc.co.ukor




Trains, Boats and Planes

In this section we have some children from Fenstanton and
Hilton Primary School sharing their recent travel experiences.

Disney World, Florida

Last summer, me and my family went to Disney and Universal
in Florida, USA. We visited a water park, which had lots of rides.
We spent six days in Universal Studios, where we went on Harry
Potter rides (my favourite!!). The water park was really big and
loads of fun. We went to Disney on my birthday! The hotel was
fabulous and we had so much fun. There are different places

in Disney and me and my dad went on a really scary ride and
we had lots of nice food. We went somewhere special for my
birthday tea - a buffet!! We hope to visit again soon!

Scarlett - Year 6

Mauritius

Last summer me and my family went to Mauritius and we had
lots of fun!! We stayed in a lovely hotel, with good food, two
great swimming pools and a really good view from our room
out to sea. The favourite meal | had was the steak, which came
with potato wedges. Yummy! One day, we got to go scuba
diving in the sea. It was brilliant! We saw lots of fish and even a
turtle. The beaches in Mauritius were very nice and the sea was
really clear. | would love to visit Mauritius again one day!

Sebastian - Year 5

Greece

I’m exhausted! It was a six-hour flight but it was so worth it. The
hotel was right next to a water park and it was all in-inclusive.
My favourite part of it was after dinner you could have dessert
as well as fruit (gigantic watermelon). The slides at the water
park were so much fun! There was a ride called the ‘Water
Rapids’ and another called ‘The Cyclone’. The Cyclone was the
best slide I've ever been on; it was like going down the toilet!
There was also a drop slide where you just plummeted down.
My dad made the biggest splash - it was the best time of my life!

Genevieve - Year 5

Lapland

Last November, me and my family took a very exciting trip ¥
to Lapland! When we arrived we drove to Santa’s village
and enjoyed the snow. Then we went to an interesting
restaurant and had some food then sledded back to our
cabin. The next day we went on a ride with reindeers with
reindeer fur blankets and had smores while waiting to go
on the ride. We also saw Santa and Mrs Claus, and went to
a park before having dinner. After a good sleep we went
to an underground park for the day, where my sister and
dad got lost!! There was a cool acrobatics elf show which
gathered a huge crowd. It was the most amazing trip!

Violet - Year 5

Montgenevre, France

My trip with family and friends was really fun and exhausting!

I went with another family for a skiing trip in France. It was our
second time visiting so | knew how to ski. We had to drive to the
airport, then our flight got delayed by 2.5 hours! Then there was
a 3-hour plane flight, then a 1.5 hour drive to the mountains.
Although it felt like forever, the views of the mountains were
amazing. A ‘tradition’ we do every year is to have French Crepes
for lunch as a treat!

I didn’t expect to be skiing down a red and black level slope!
The hardest part of the trip was walking back up lots of stairs in
5+ layers of clothing whilst carrying heavy skis. It took a while to
get used to looking out of the window and seeing a snow storm
occasionally, but it was a good surprise to have!

Freya - Year 6

Menorca

Last summer, me and my family went to Menorca. When |
arrived, we hired a car that ran by pedal power and we went
down a hill really quickly! When my dad fell out, we all giggled!
Next, we went to our hotel to get ready to go swimming.

We went on the river rapids then floated on the water in an
inflatable ball. Then, we all went to the beach and went to a
restaurant for dinner. The hotel room was very comfortable.
Each day we could go swimming, and we enjoyed another ride
on the pedal car. It was a great time!

Arthur - Year 5
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Guild of Master Sweeps ll 3
Fully Insured E%
Certificates issued g

Problems solved / qualified advice

TELEVISION
MOBILE SERVICE

# TELEVISION REPAIRS AND TUNING
Lawson@camsweep.co.uk

01954 253315

9 Cow Lane, Rampton

.__ INSTALL AND DEMONSTRATION OF SMART TV

@ CATCH UP INCLUDING BBC IPLAYER & ITV HUB

_.'. WALL MOUNTS & BRACKETS - SUPPLY & FIT

® AERIALS - SUPPLY & FIT
® AERIAL POINT EXTENSIONS @
CALL JOHN FABISZ
07887 887319

Email: john.fabisz@sky.com

T.N Walsh

(ENG Tech, MCIPHE)
EST. 1989

PLUMBING
& HEATING

MOB: 07887 561525
TEL: 01954 780252

Email: Themasnellwalsh@outlook.com

Reqg:23354 C
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DENISE JACKSON INTERIORS

1/ J A4

CURTAINS « BLINDS « SOFT FURNISHINGS

www.denisejacksoninteriors.co.uk
3 Long Furlong, Over, CB24 5PG

| hand sew beautiful, BESPOKE CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND SOFT
FURNISHINGS that are designed to meet your individual needs.

I'm able to supply a LOVELY RANGE OF QUALITY FABRICS from leading
companies, or we can make use of fabric your may already have.

This also includes ADAPTING EXISTING WINDOW DRESSINGS, either for
a new space or to freshen up what you already have.

To complete your transformation, | have a range of TRACKS AND POLES
to supply and fit and FINAL HANGING AND DRESSING are all part of
my service.

For friendly, helpful advice and to arrange a FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
in your home with a personal quotation, please get in touch:

01954 200070 - 07910 507514
DENISEGDENISEJACKSONINTERIORS.CO.UK

—— L

STORMGUARD

BUILDING SERVICES
& RESTORATION

@ Property Maintenance

@ All exterior and interior
building work

@ Lime mortar pointing

@ Listed Building restoration

@ Free Quotes

Call 01480 530923
or07864 112590

Email: stormguardbuild@gmail.com

PoONDER

truly independent cnsse & travel
n'l!ﬂ 132 802 [ sabes@pondersiravel.co.

Looking for the holiday
of your dreams?

Or maybe a family
holiday in the sun?

Or simply a
weekend away?

We would love to help -
Ponders Travel is your local award-winning
Travel Agency. We have free parking outside
our High Street shop and we are right on
your doorstep!

We offer a wide range of holidays including;
River Cruising » Ocean Cruising « Safari
Short Breaks - Honeymoons ¢ Rail
Once in a lifetime trips « Sun Sea and Sand
Touring & Adventure to name but a few!

With over 50 years’ experience in tailor
making holidays and first-hand knowledge
of many worldwide destinations, our
award-winning team can help you plan
everything, including all those little added
extras that make your holiday dreams
a reality.

www.ponderstravel.co.uk
01954 232 802

Ponders Travel, The Gallery, 25 High Street, Over, Cambridge, CB24 5BN




St Mary’s

Fen Drayton

St Peter and St Paul
Fenstanton

We look forward to welcoming
you in both churches!

Please note - services in St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church, Fenstanton are live streamed where
possible, details via https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk

For yourinformation: please note that the Parish Church, Fenstanton has a ramp for disabled
access which can be deployed upon request. There is also a toilet, with disabled access, in the
church.

St Mary’s has a small threshold that may be possible to navigate with a wheelchair. There are
no toilet facilities, yet (on our list of things to do).

Although we have fixed pews in both churches there are plenty of spaces available for
wheelchairs, prams and buggies. We will be happy to help you find a space if that helps you to
feel welcome among us as we worship.

Do contact us if you would like the Zoom links for Morning Prayer or the Lent Course.

APRIL 2025 - SERVICES AND EVENTS

Thursday 3 8.30am on Zoom Morning Prayer
Sunday 6 10.30am Fenstanton Holy Communion

4-5pm Fenstanton Lent Course Session 4, in church
Thursday 10 8.30am on Zoom Morning Prayer

Palm Sunday 13 9.15am Fen Drayton
10.30am Fenstanton
2-4pm Fenstanton

Holy Communion, St Mary’s
Worship For All led by Fen Youth

Hosanna to Hallelujah!! Journey with us during
the afternoon as we explore Palm Sunday, Holy
Week and Easter Day. All welcome.

Time of reflection, refreshments and Compline

Time of reflection, refreshments and Compline

Monday 14 7-8pm Fenstanton
Tuesday 15 7-8pm Fenstanton
Wednesday 16 7-8pm Fenstanton

Time of reflection, refreshments and Compline

Maundy Thursday 17 8.30am on Zoom
7.30pm Fenstanton

Morning Prayer
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion

Good Friday 18 11.15am Fen Drayton

2-3pm Fenstanton

Short service of Reflection, St Mary’s
Followed by a Good Friday Walk & picnic
(please bring your own)

Hour At The Cross

Holy Saturday 19 10am-12 Fenstanton
8.30pm Fenstanton

Prayer Spaces - All welcome
Service of Light

Easter Sunday 20 9.15am Fen Drayton
10.30am Fenstanton

Easter Day Holy Communion
Easter Day Holy Communion

Thursday 24 8.30am on Zoom

Morning Prayer

Sunday 27 9.15am Fen Drayton

10.30am Fenstanton

Morning Prayer, St Mary’s
Family Communion with guest speaker, Josie

Rector: Rev Rosie Tallowin: 01480 467393 email: vicar@fenchurches.org.uk
Assistant Curate: Rev Claire Brockelsby: 07769 106562 email: curate@fenchurches.org.uk
Churchwardens: Philip Blunt 07855 481697 and lan Hucklesby 01480 465211

.'If.‘ 3 el

>

Last month we were talking about pancakes
and now we are looking forward to our
Easter eggs, but what of the bit in between?
As our Lent Course concludes we turn our
attention to Palm Sunday, Holy Week and
Easter Day.

There are a variety of services and activities
available, and we look forward to welcoming
you.

In particular to note are:

Palm Sunday 13 April, parish church: in the
morning we have our services but between
2-4pm all are welcome to join usin the
afternoon when we have some craft activities
primarily for preschool and primary age
children and their families (siblings welcome
too), plus some mindfulness suggestions

for anyone who wishes to connect with the
Easter story in that way. We do ask that all

h children are accompanied by a parent or

carer. Refreshments will be available.

Monday thru Wednesday, parish church:

do join us at 7.00pm for a time of reflection,
followed by tea/coffee etc, and ending with
Compline (Night Prayer).

Maundy Thursday 17 April, parish church:

a service of Holy Communion, with the
stripping of the altar at the end, a moving end
to our service as we approach Good Friday.

Good Friday 18 April: will you join us at

St Mary’s, Fen Drayton for an 11.15am act

of worship before going on a Good Friday
Walk? Do bring your own picnic. All are
welcome. The walk will finish so that those
who want to, can join us at the parish church,
Fenstanton in time for the Hour At The Cross,
a service which helps us to reflect on Jesus’
last hour.

Holy Saturday 19 April, parish church: All are
invited to join us and explore some prayer
spaces between 10am and 12noon. Maybe
use the time for your own personal thoughts,
you will be welcome.

8.30pm Service of Light.

Easter Day: Hallelujah - Christ is risen! He is
risen indeed, Alleluia!! Join us for an Easter
Day service in either church, 9.15am St Mary’s
Fen Drayton, 10.30am Fenstanton parish
church

FENSTANTON OPEN GARDENS and ART EXHIBITION
Weekend 17th and 18th May 2025

Please do save the date for our weekend of Fenstanton Open Gardens and Art Exhibition. We
look forward to welcoming you both in the church and around some beautiful gardens in
the village. There will be plants for sale as well as art by over 25 local artists and some tasty

refreshments too.
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The fast-changing perception about our
national security dominated as the deadline
for submission for this month’s Journal
loomed. I held off committing pen to paper
as long as | could; hoping, praying that the
impact of what we have seen emanating
from Washington in regard to Ukraine, might
just tip back towards some modicum of
justice. But no.

At present the situation seems worse not
better. The rug on which we have stood since
WW?2 has been pulled away. We have failed
to see that the bubble of security we have
lived in, is just that. Pop! In shock, European
countries gather to consider how to mount
an adequate deterrent to further potential
invasion.

With hindsight, it’s clear what many, so
called, ‘prophets of doom’ have been saying
for a long time. We have failed to maintain
foundations on which our society, since

1945, has stood and chosen not to see what
otherwise could have been anticipated and so
prepared for in favour of short-term gains.

The impact of the much-needed radical re-
think will be felt by all. We are already aware
of the pressure on our public services. For
those relying on them it feels like things are
going to become ever harder.

The chorus from my Sunday School days
comes to mind - many of you will remember
‘The wise man built his house upon the
rock.... able to withstand the storms and
winds that blew around. The foolish man,

who built on the
sand, lost his

house at the first
puff. Now is the
time to consider
our foundations
asindividuals and
communities - what
really matters

and what are our
core values and to
demonstrably live by
them.

Do | see a glimmer of hope?

I draw much from the reaction of Gen Z to the
display of what looks to me as the big bad
wolf threating to blow down the houses of
those facing the current round of aggressors.
Gen Z are reported to be disgusted and
appalled and rightly so.

As our country seeks to rebuild robust
foundations in order to secure peace, may
each of us consider the need to build on
rocks, not sand, remembering the values that
most faiths share of equality, justice, and a
large dollop of grace, not grossosity.

.:l\\l : J"-'é:” L
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Revd.Sue Baker-Maher

You can contact Revd.Sue by email: sue.
bakermaher@methodist.org.uk or by
phone: 07483 153948

Services in April

6 April 10:00am Ms. N. Pellatt

13 April 11:15am United Service at the Parish Church
20 April 10:00am Ms. V. Almond

27 April 10:00am Mr. J. Bridge

Minister: Rev Sue Baker-Maher email: sue.bakermaher@methodist.org.uk

Hilton Parish Church

Dear Friends,

‘April is the cruellest month, breeding lilacs out of the dead land, wrote

T.S. Eliot in the first words of The Wasteland. We probably do not think of April as cruel. Most
of the time, it is the very essence of Spring, and as often as not the month in which Easter falls
as well. Most people enjoy April in this country, and we are more likely to respond to Chaucer
at the opening of the Canterbury Tales, who speaks of April piercing to the root the drought of
March with fragrant showers, so that they bathe the veins of the plants in a flower-engendering
liquor, of Zephyrus (the deity of the west wind) inspiring in every wood and heath the tender
crops with his sweet breath, of small fowls making melody and sleeping all night with open
eye.

But it is possible to imagine what Eliot might be getting at. New life is costly, and cannot come
about without great effort. Staying frozen and unchanging can seem the easier option. On
April 20th this year we celebrate Easter, the greatest Christian festival, named after a pagan
goddess of fertility, Eostre, whose feast was held at the spring equinox. It feels entirely natural,
whether we are Christian or not, to celebrate the annual return of warmth and light and growth
and beauty. But Christians celebrate these good things as the gift of God, and recognise that
warmth and light and growth and beauty, however much we might rejoice to see them around
us each spring, can only take root in our own lives through sacrifice - the sacrifice of Christ on
the cross, and then our sacrifice of ourselves in His service. Our rejoicing at Easter is made
deeper and more solemn because it comes to us through Good Friday.

The other great difference between what Christians celebrate at Easter and what all people
could find to celebrate each spring, is that the Easter story is of something entirely unexpected.
Spring is no less a miracle for taking place every year, but ancient people devised spring
celebrations precisely because they anticipated its annual arrival so eagerly. The disciples of
Jesus, despite being told several times what would happen, thought that the cross was the
end of Him, and were not waiting for any good news in the two days following His death.

If we celebrate Easter with something more than chocolate eggs, then we are really celebrating
this great truth: there is no situation so hopeless, no place or time so dreadful, that the
renewing power of God cannot break through. We live in great cycles of life and death and
rebirth, summer and winter and spring, but over and beyond all that is the everlasting Life,
which is God. When it comes, a truly happy Easter to you.

With love,

David

Revd David Busk (01480 436400)

i

Services in April

Sunday 6 April
Sunday 13 April
Sunday 20 April
Sunday 27 April
Sunday 4 May

8:00am Holy Communion (BCP)

11:15am United Service in the Parish Church (Palm Sunday)
8:00am Easter Day Holy Communion

11:15am Coffee, Cake and Church in the Village Hall
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Next Friday Feast (Messy Church) is on 9th May.

Weekly Online Services (Via Zoom)

Holy Communion Wednesdays (2.30pm)  Bible study Fridays (10am)

Please contact Revd David Busk (01480 436400) for Zoom access details



A view from
the Old Manse

Eagle-eyed and avid readers may have
wondered why there has been nothing from
‘The Manse’ over the last eight months or
so. With the retirement of the Minister at the
end of June last year, both the Fenstanton
United Reformed Church (URC) and our
sister church, the Free Church in St. Ives,
have been without a minister to guide us.
St. Neots URC has been without a minister
for a number of years. That said, we all
continue with our daily activities, and
Sunday services. We were told, last year,
that it would be unlikely for us to be offered
a minister for at least two years, and we
would not be placed on the vacancy list
unless we signed up, and agreed to, forming
a Mission Partnership. A new minister would
be expected to look after the three URC
churches.

Mission Partnerships are networks of
churches that work together to share
resources and support each other’s

mission. The Eastern Synod of the URC has
sought agreement from seven churches

to form a partnership, known as the Mid
Cambridgeshire Mission Partnership. The
churches involved are St. lves Free Church,
Fenstanton URC, and St. Neots URC, three
Local Ecumenical Partnership churches;
Bar Hill, Cambourne and Northstowe, and
also Love’s Farm Community Church. The
churches have worked well together, and
we are well on the way to signing up to the
partnership, and could have a ministerin
place by Spring 2026.

In this day and age, it is important for the
church to change, not in its teachings or
beliefs, but to embrace the way society sees
itself. It is a sad fact that church attendance
has fallen so much over the recent years,

at a time when we all need an anchorin
life, something to believe in, and help us to
cope with life. It is hoped that by showing
that different churches can work together,
and continue to serve the community, we
will be there when you need comfort and
reassurance.

Geoff Hawkins
Fenstanton URC Secretary

United
Reformed
Church

WAL LML O gL U

Fenstanton United
Reformed Church

Chequer Street, Fenstanton

We are pleased to welcome you to our friendly church.
Sunday morning services are at 09.30. All are welcome.

2025 Services

April
06 Revd Christine Davies

13 Revd Christine Davies - Palm Sunday - Holy Communion
18 Revd Christine Davies - Good Friday
20 Revd Christine Davies - Easter Sunday

27 Mr Bob Parkin

May
04 Revd Christine Davies

11 Revd Chris Baker - Holy Communion

18 Revd Christine Davies

25 Machrina Ejaz - Student Minister

Meditation - Led by the Free Church St. Ives

Tuesday 08 April
Tuesday 13 May

Geoff Hawkins Fenstanton URC Secretary
fenstantonurc@stivesfreechurch.org

2.30 - 4pm - Led by John Williams
2.30 - 4pm - Led by John Williams

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH

St Ives
Church of the Sacred Heart,
19 Needingworth Rd.

Parish Priest: Rev Thomas J Walton
Tel 01480 462192,
www.sacredheart-stives.org
Mass Times: Saturday 17.00,
Sunday 09.00 and 11.00

The Particular Baptist Chapel
Church Lane, Fenstanton,
PE28 9JW

There has been a witness to the
worship of God here over the years
since 1643
Services are on Sundays at 10.30am
and 2.30pm and on Thursday
evenings at 7.15pm
We still use the Authorised, King
James Bible,believe in Particular
Redemption
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Has your appetite started
to decline or are you losing
weight unintentionally?

.y
We have experienced dietitians who provide |
clinle consultations or home visits locally, We ||
specialise in assessing and treating older \
adults, with and without chronlc lung 'l
conditions. 1

Detitions ore regulated health professionals
quelfied to ossess, diagnose and treot distory ||
end nutritional problems, i
|

For more information on nutritkon, |||
malnutrition and how we can help please visit |
our website, |
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BARRY’S PLAICE

Sevvinng Treuditionsel Fish &oChips ForOver o Yormrs

GLUTEM FREE MENL avai

01480 462 382

High Street, Fenstanton, PE28 9LQ

GARDENS b RAY PUDDEF0O

From seeds
sown In Fen
Drayton

Tim Robinson moved to Mill Road in Fen
Drayton in 1961 when he was three, with his
brother Paul and parents Roger and Mary.

His close childhood friends were Neil
Robinson (no relation - the families were
good friends) and Colin Lockwood from
round the corner in Cootes Lane. Tim and
Paul spent a carefree childhood in the
village, building soapboxes to race around
the disused Mill Road gravel pits, playing
table tennis with their friends in their father’s
packing shed, fishing in the river and riding
their bikes (later graduating to motorbikes).
Tim also played for the Fen Drayton under
16s football team.

Tim went to the village school next to the
Three Tuns (now the Montessori school),
then, along with his friends, to Swavesey
Village College, where he met his future wife,
Karin.

Inspired by his greenhouse tomato-growing
father’s work ethic and technical expertise,
Tim enrolled at the Hertfordshire College

of Agriculture and Horticulture in St

Albans (now Oaklands College), where he
completed a four-year diploma in glasshouse
production.

Paul and Tim (right) - Tangmere Nurseries

i - &

Tim and Karin - Kentucky 2024

His first job after college was with a large
tomato grower, Van Heyningen Brothers, in
Kent, where he became senior supervisor. He
then joined Tangmere Nurseries, expanding
into peppers as well as tomatoes.

Meanwhile, Wil Van Heyningen had moved to
Arizona and was a main player in setting up
Eurofresh Farms in Willcox, Arizona. He asked
Tim to join him, so Tim and his family moved
to Arizona in 1997. The company grew into a
successful enterprise, with over 300 acres of
tomatoes.

Ten years later, Village Farms, a company with
nurseries in the US and Canada, headhunted
Tim as its vice president of production. He
was responsible for developing large-scale
greenhouse management, pioneering
automated labour and pest control systems
and implementing innovative cropping
techniques.

In 2020 Tim joined AppHarvest in Morehead,
Kentucky as vice president of production. He
said, “l joined AppHarvest because the team’s
vision and enthusiasm are taking our industry
to a new level.” AppHarvest is resource and
energy efficient, climate resilient, and locally
grown. and Tim believed that this was the
direction the industry needed to follow.

As retirement approaches, Tim works as an
independent consultant to companies in
America and Ontario. He is enjoying life in

his Kentucky log cabin with six acres of land,
with Karin, dogs and horses and is close to his
son and daughter and five grandchildren. He
still has fond memories of Fen Drayton, where
the seeds of his career in tomatoes were first
sown.



@ R.D.B.FLOORING

Specialists in all contract floor coverings

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF:

= QUALITY CARPETS « CARPET TILES

RON’S FARM SHOP

Homegrown and local produce

Flowers, shrubs, plants, fruit,
viegetables and much more

= VINYLAYS = SAFETY FLOORING
= CORK TILES = LINO

= FLOOR SCREEDS/LATEXING

= REPAIR AND RELAYING

Tel: 01480 831886
Mob: 07970 256237

MEASURING, ESTIMATING AND EXPERT
ADVICE WITHOUT OBLIGATION

PROMPT, FRIENDLY SERVICE

HOME SELECTION SERVICE
FOR ALL CONTRACT & DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS

CARPET CLEANING SERVICE
USING THE HOST DRY EXTRACTION SYSTEM
Email: rdbflooring@lineone.net
wwwrdbflooring.co.uk

& 01480 495127

2 Honey Hill, Fenstanton PEZS 9JP

HOPE ACTIVE

Are you over 60 years?
Want to stay active and fit?
Want to chat and have a Cuppa?

Hilton: Every third Monday of the month from
10am-12pm at the Village Hall at Grove End

Pop into one of our sessions for gentle activities, games, field trips to
our farm whilst socially engaging with your local community for FREE.
All events are flexible and we are keen to take any suggestions from
residents.

Contact us at: active@hopeagainst.org Phone: 07474 725 477

AR HOFE

Celebrating
almost one
year on the

block!

Phone: 01223 243535
Whatsapp: 07360 493 944

Email: barhill@vetsforpets.com

Shh...If you quote “Fen Live"
you could get £30 off our
Complete Care plans
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Welcome to Mama Jo’s Mischief. Here, you will find an array of new craft activity
ideas every month for children of all ages, as well as occasional places of interest
and recommended local events. Happy mischief making!

Interested in becoming a

Fen Drayton Parish council has a Please apply by:

vacancy for a parish councillor. The role pr. -
. N A email: fendrayton.clerk@gmail.com
is voluntary, but training is available. s 0 W
Meetings are held once a month, except website: fendrayton.org g/o ﬁ / 6”
during Augustand December. post: Parish Clerk, PO Box 1102,

If you care about our village and its Fen Drayton, Cambridge CB24 4WZ

future, we would love to hear from
you. The parish council is a voice
representing the village and its
inhabitants to the outside world. It has
no jurisdiction on planning decisions,
education, road safety, etc, but does
have strong powers of comment.

Happy Easter! We have a craft suitable for all ages and abilities, it’s super easy and
you’ll end up with a very sweet Easter decoration to admire for years to come.

What you will need:
+ Coloured pens/pencils

We welcome applications from any Fen + Glue
Drayton resident over 18 who has lived « Scissors
in the village for more than 12 months. .
« Ribbon
Method:
+ Draw a few egg shapes and cut
them out.

« Add the outline of swirls, dots, stars,
carrots, bunny faces or any other
design you might like on the eggs.

« Letyour child colourin the eggs
+ Glue the eggs together to form

Little Piggy

; acircle.
- . + Pierce a holein one egg and thread
que ﬂnd _ B RIER both end of the ribbon though it.
AV Vs - AR « Tietheribboninabow and you
TCI]‘(G‘C{ Cly . = - % should be left with a loop behind

it for hanging on the wall.

Join us at our next craft session to
make these lovely wreaths.
Fenstanton Church Centre

Little Piggy Catering Ltd Tuesday 18 April
07764 336911 9.30 - 11.30
www littlepiggycatering.couk
21 High Street, Fenstanton, Huntingdon, PE28 9]Z
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EXPERTFINANCIAL

Equity Release, Simplified .. 23 F
Unlock tax-free cash tied up in your home

With equity release, homeowners aged 55+
can access funds corresponding to
their property’s value

You will still own your home and you only make
monthly payments if you choose to.

T: 01480 718 719

E: info@expert-financial.co.uk

Equity release reduces your estate's value and may affect any means-
tested benefits you're eligible for. A lifetime mortgage is a loan secured
against your home. Check that this mortgage will meet your needs if
you want to move or sell your home or you want your family to inherit
it. If you are in any doubt, seek independent advice.

xpert Financlal (FCA frurmbor SERSGL 1 an Apoointed Reproastativg of JLM Mortgaps Metwork Lid, wha Iy ssthorised and rogulabed by the

Financial Condust Authorty (FCAL, regiitration number JOOEIR.

Men and metal

I regularly work in collaboration with Ariane
who owns Cambridge Border Design. |
concentrate on the overall layout and hard
landscaping, while Ariane looks after the
planting. Ariane with her Dutch/French
heritage often has expat European clients.
They are always amused that our English
customers regularly specify ‘No yellows!
We ask ‘What no daffs?’ Oh! they reply,
daffodils are ok! We also find that men like
straight lines, especially if they mow the
lawn and trim their hedges. While ladies

are made of fragrance and flowers, boys

are made of metal and grease, thistles and
thorns. Men appreciate trees and giants like
cardoons, onopordum giganteum and the
large campanulas, especially the 4’ 1.2m tall
c. Kent Belle with its large hanging bells of
copper blue? | should ‘Give a man a plant day
might be an idea for future Palm Sundays?

April is just about the best month for sowing Aprll
seeds. Half-hardy annuals and first season

flowering perennials are great value and can Op lpa
fill the spaces between shrubs with summer

colour. Aprilis also an excellent time to plant

trees, shrubs, perennials, roses and summer Planting.
flowering bulbs like lilies and gladioli.
Introducing lots of organic matter into the Sow annuals.

soil when planting, along with a good mulch Edge lawns.
afterwards, will reduce the amount of summer et curne s

watering needed.
Don’t forget to firm the soil and water well Replace hose washers

after planting. With watering in mind most of
us use quick-fit hose connectors. If they leek
replacing the washers it’s much cheaper than
buying new connectors!

Feeding your plants, especially roses and
shrubs will ensure they stay fit and healthy. If
black spot is a problem on your roses, April is
the time to start spraying them!

Edging your lawns will make your garden look
so much crisper. Lawn treatments can be used
if rain is forecast. The soil level in your borders
should be 3-4” 75/100mm below lawn level to
avoid the creeping rye grasses that bind your

lawn together from running into your borders!

Loosen tree ties a tad so they don’t throttle ]
your tree’s trunk! raypuddefoot@gmail.com



Hilton
Baby & Toddler
Play Group
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TEA & BISCuIms !

10 = 11.30 am
£2.50/family
Hilton Village Hall
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TOWN TRUST

If you think we may be able to help,
contact the Clerk to the Trustees at
janet@vacfrance.com or Clerk to the
Fenstanton Town Trust c/o 10 Conington
Road, Fenstanton PE28 9LB

Each case is considered individually
and treated in strictest confidence.

HEMINGFORD
ARB

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEON

G.B. BUILDERS

NO JOB TOO SMALL

FOR ALL MAINTENANCE,
RENOVATIONS AND DIY WORK
All general building repairs & odd jobs

Specialists in Painting & Decorating
& Groundwork

« Brickwork & Plastering
o Driveways, Paths & Patios

« Slabbing

« Concreting

« Blockpaving

« Fencing

- lumbing Call today
cCarpentty 07877 742420
« Roofing or

« Tiling

« Drainage 01487 479253
« Guttering g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk

HEMINGFORD
ARB

@ Felling/sectional felling

@ Crown reduction/thinning
@ Pollarding

& Shaping

& Hedge trimming

@ Stump grinding

P Firewood for sale

@ Free quotation

All aspects of garden and tree work covered.
NPTC Qualified. Fully insured.

Tel: 01480 463674
Mob: 07876 521605

Email: hemingfordarb2016@gmail.com

City2e

Guilds

Z CARS

Private Hire
Airport Specialists
4-8 Seaters available

01480 462046

z.cars@outlook.com
www.airport-transfers-cambs.co.uk

Competitive prices
on journeys
Please call for a quote

Fen Drayton
volunteers needed!

My name is Anne-Marie and I’'m
in the process of setting up a new
Neighbourhood Watch for Fen
Drayton, with the help and support of
the parish council, the police and our
area Neighbourhood Watch contact.

Currently we have coordinators for
Cootes Lane, Springhill Road/Oaktree
Road, Daintrees Road/Park Lane and
The Rosary/Church Street. I’'m now
looking for volunteers for all the other
areas, especially Middleton Way and
Mill Road.

Being a NW coordinator only takes up
a small amount of time and you would
avaluable asset to your community.
If you are interested or would like
more information please drop me a
message: amleech2000@gmail.com

Thank you in advance.
Anne-Marie Leech




JASON KIRBY

Professional Painting & Decorating Ltd

All Aspects of Internal & External Decorating Period, Residential

& Commercial Properties. Wallpaper & Mural Install. Kitchen Cabinet

& Furniture Re-Sprays. Floor Sanding & Restoration.

City & Guilds, NVQ Quialified. Service, Quality & Reliability.

01954211775 &5

www.jasonkirbyltd.co.uk
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~ Hilton Community

= BOOK #
EXCHANGE

NOW OPEN IN
THE PARISH CHURCH

Comeoninand

grab yourself a
good read!

Church open
daily from
8am to 4pm

ELECTRICAL

For all of your Electrical needs
Domastic and Commarclal

= Now Installations

= Full or partial rewires

« Additonal | replacemont

sockels, ights elc
« Fault finding
+ Repairs

NEW Electric Car Charger Approved installer

01480 462189
07810 710826

tony-way@ntlworld.com

N Hilton

Parish Council

PARISH
COUNCIL  Reportfrom the Meeting of the Council dated Monday 03 March
20mph anew lantern for the streetlight in The Grove,

Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) has
submitted the agreed proposal for formal
consultation as of November 19th. However,
we were 24th in line for publication and
consultation, so they cannot provide an exact
date at this stage. We will update you as soon
as more information becomes available.

Graveley Way Trees

Hilton Parish Council discussed all of the

information presented by both residents

and CCC regarding the ownership and
maintenance of these trees. The Council
has agreed on the following resolutions
regarding the trees on Graveley Way:

+ The Council will not maintain these trees,
as they are considered the responsibility
of the homeowners, based on advice from
CCC.

« Homeowners are advised to clarify
ownership with the Highways Searches
Department of CCC or seek legal advice.

+ Thetrees will be included in the annual
tree survey, and homeowners will be
informed of any recommended safety
work.

+ The Council is willing to assist where
possible, including incorporating Graveley
Way tree work into the main annual
tree work program if agreed, with costs
recharged accordingly.

Maintenance Contracts

The Council discussed the renewal of their

open spaces maintenance contracts and

resolved that:

« The Council has decided not to renew the
contract with TP Garden Maintenance.

+ The Clerk has been requested to present a
new maintenance proposal for the garden,
playground, and ditches at the April
Council meeting.

+ The 1.7% contractual price increase (CPI)
for JSC services has been noted.

Streetlight in The Grove
The Council has approved the installation of

near the playground. The new lantern will
provide illumination for both the road and
the path, at a cost of £275 + VAT.

Website Domain
The Council has agreed to renew the website
domain for nine years at a cost of £154.64.

All Stars and Dynamos Cricket Courses
The Council has agreed to run the cricket
courses again this year, subject to volunteer
availability. Further details will be shared
once arrangements are confirmed.

Annual Parish Meeting

Hilton Parish Council has scheduled the
Annual Parish Meeting for Thursday 15th May
at 7:30pm, subject to venue availability. The
Annual Parish Meeting is a yearly gathering
where residents can engage with the Parish
Council, discuss local issues, and hear
updates on community projects. Unlike
regular council meetings, this meeting
provides an opportunity for parishioners

to raise concerns, suggest ideas, and learn
about the Council’s activities over the past
year. Hope to see many of you there!

VE Day

The Council has agreed
to light the beacon

at 9:30pm on VE Day,
Thursday 8th May 2025,
with the proclamation
taking place at 9:20pm.
District Councillor Clare
Tevlin will be invited

to perform the lighting
ceremony. Residents are
welcome to attend and
take part in this commemorative event.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held
on Monday 7th April 2025 in Hilton Village
Hall. Agendas will be issued in advance on
the village notice boards and the Council’s
website www.hiltonparishcouncil.com.
Parishioners are welcome to speak at
council meetings on agenda items.

O



Fenstanton Parish Cou

Chequer Street Playpark

Your Parish Council is excited to be able finally

equipment at the Chequer Street playpark has
been successfully completed. We believe the
improved play area is a fantastic addition to the
village and will be enjoyed by our children for
generations.

We would like to express our thanks to the Mick
George Community Fund through the Landfill
Communities Fund (LCF), administered by
GrantScape, a charity specialising in community
benefit fund grants, for providing the majority of
the funding for this project.

Pump Track survey

Your Parish Council would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to

all residents who participated in the pump track survey, whether

by completing it online or by returning paper copies to The Hub

on the High Street. We received over 200 responses. Once we have
validated all the responses and compiled the data, we will share this
information with everyone. Thank you for your valuable input!

f“_f.’
N Using public footpaths
Your Parish Council has received reports
of increasing damage to grass footpaths

throughout the village, particularly on footpaths
4 and 9, which run from the Churchyard entrance
through to Hampton Park and down to the river
across the fen.

These paths are designated for foot traffic only
and are becoming severely churned up and
muddy, making them difficult and unsafe for
pedestrians. We kindly request that cyclists

and horse riders seek alternative routes to help
preserve these footpaths for their intended use.
Thank you for your cooperation.

T

VE Day celebrations

Your Parish council is supporting this year’s 80th VE day celebrations. Please see the

separate notice within the magazine on page 74 for more details.

Parish Councillor Saturday Surgeries continue!

Saturday surgeries continue to be held at The Hub, 6 High Street, Fenstanton, from
10:00am to 12:00pm. We encourage all Parishioners to take advantage of this opportunity
to meet with their Councillors and discuss any local issues or concerns.

29.03.2025 Paul Kent
26.04.2025 Tina Yates Martin Hewitt

31.05.2025 Nigel Ferrier Matt Tandy
*Please note that there may be changes to the Councillor/s scheduled.

Roy McGee

Parish Council tree
planting initiative -
some of your photographs

Thank you to all the residents who shared
photographs of the trees they received and have

now planted as part of the free tree initiative! We are
delighted to see that the apple trees are thriving at
the allotments, and the winter-flowering cherries are
already blossoming in your gardens. It’s wonderful to
know that they are settling in well and will bring years
of enjoyment.

Electrical recycling bin

Recycle your small electrical items (smaller than a microwave)
at the new collection bin located in the Church car park.
Anything with a plug, battery, or cable is accepted. Please note:
vapes, loose batteries and light bulbs are not accepted.

Leaving items beside the recycling bin is considered fly-
tipping and may resultin a fine.

Both car and household batteries can be disposed of at
the household recycling centres in Alconbury, Bluntisham and
St Neots.

Most shops that sell household batteries have collection bins

for used household batteries, these can be located through Recycle Now. Why not try
avoiding waste in the first place? Buy a charger and rechargeable batteries if possible. It
will save you money in the long term and help protect the environment.

' New trees on Honey Hill

Have you noticed the two new additions to Honey Hill green? The
purple plum Prunus cerasifera ‘Nigra’ has been planted, offering
a spectacular display of pink blossoms early in spring, followed
by bronze foliage that deepens to a rich purple and culminates in
vibrant autumn colours.

| Thesetrees promise a stunning spectacle throughout the seasons.




Fenstanton Parish Council

Making Fenstanton an even better place to live

A plum job for Fenstanton Parish Council

You may have seen activity at the green L
space near Gardener Crescent - your Parish 7
Council is transforming The Old Orchard
into a vibrant community asset. We’re
clearing overgrowth, preserving fruit
trees, securing the site with fencing and
preparing for grass seeding, aiming for a
summer completion after a thorough risk
assessment.

This triangular, 200m x 70m green space, an
archaeologically sensitive area, will remain
open to all. For long-time residents, it may
evoke memories of a thriving orchard, before
the A1307 realignment, where fruit picking
was a village pastime.

This new space, conveniently located near
the planned Village Hall, offers exciting
possibilities. We want your input! What
would you like to see at The Old Orchard?
Consider:

« Biodiversity: Bat boxes, bug hotels,
wildflower meadows?

+ Recreation: Dog-friendly area, benches,
pump track, trim trail, zip line?

« Accessibility: Disabled-friendly paths?

+ Simple Enjoyment: Just open green
space?

Share yourideas or concerns by visiting
The Hub at 6 High Street, emailing clerk@
fenstantonparishcouncil.org.uk, or calling
01480 465300. Let’s shape The Old Orchard
together!

T T e S

After clearance from same position

Next Parish Council meetings

Parish Council meetings occur on the second Thursday of each month, except in August
and December unless there is pressing business to discuss.

The Parish Council’s next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 10 April, at 7.00pm at the
Church Centre. The Annual Parish Council meeting will take place in May. However, the

exact date is still to be confirmed. Please note that in May 2025 the second Thursday

of the month coincides with VE Day, so the Parish Council’s May meeting may be
rescheduled. Stay tuned for updates on the new date, which will be posted on our website
and Facebook page.

Age UK Community N
. Cambridgesh
Warden scheme -,.J &a;:terhgfiugﬁ

age UK

The service assists older people to continue to live independently at home by providing
daily contact (Monday to Friday) and support, either by a personal visit or telephone call,
to ensure a sense of security and wellbeing.

This service is for people
aged 60 and over

How can the Warden help?

@ Listening to your concerns and linking you to helpful information and guidance
@ Advice on other local community services

@ Small items of shopping

@ Collecting prescriptions

@ Reading post

@ Making phone calls on your behalf, if requested

@ Ensuring your safety and wellbeing

Who can the Warden help?

This service is for people aged 60yrs and above living in certain areas in Cambridgeshire
or Peterborough. It isimportant to note that the warden is not a domestic, home help or a
carer providing physical care.

The Community Warden is employed and paid by Age UK Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough and must not undertake tasks for you on a private basis.

Courtesy of your Parish Council, residents of Fenstanton can try out the Community
Warden service, to promote both physical and mental wellbeing, for free, for the first three
months. The current charge is £15 per week for a single user or £18 for a couple.

Please contact Nanci DelaMare-Lyon, our Community Warden, directly, on 07816 087742
or email: wardens@ageukcap.org.uk

Become a Parish Councillor — we currently have two vacancies.

Are you interested in making a positive impact in your local community? If so, your Parish
Council would like to hear from you. Currently, there are two vacancies for co-option, and the
Parish Council would love to hear from you if you are interested in becoming a Parish Councillor.

If you are interested or would like to know a little more about the role of a Parish Councillor, do
not hesitate to contact your Clerk for further information.

To contact your Parish Council Clerk Telephone: 01480 465300
Email: clerk@fenstantonparishcouncil.org.uk Web: www.fenstantonparishcouncil.gov uk



SOLAR

The power is yours

¢ Solar PV Roof Systems

e Solar PV Ground Systems
e Batteries Storage

e EV Charging

¢ Heat Pump Installations

S RDS

HEATING & RENEWABLES LTD

¢ Air Source Heat Pump

e Ground Source Heat Pump
¢ Gas & Oil Boiler Installation
* Underfloor Heating

* Service, Maintenance
& Repair

® 07950 147793 © 01954 770309

) info@rdssolar.co.uk

& www.rdssolar.co.uk
nfo@rdsheatingandrenewables.co.uk

& www.rdsheatingandrenewables.co.uk

Twin Electrical

Services LTD

All work undertaken
no matter how small

* EV Car Charger Installation
* Sockets and Lighting

¢ Fault Finding

* Rewires

* Fuse Board Upgrades

* Testing & Inspection

* Landlords Safety Certificates (EICR)

g

Call Phil on 07796 492953

How

can we
help?

01480 465215
studio@siqp.co.uk

us out!

=]

SIQP

ST IVES QUICKPRINT LTD

Quality print for over Sl

@leeds-Day  «&

Solicitors Offices at:

LLP s

Huntingdon - Godwin House, George Street, Huntingdon PE29 3BD T: 01480 454301
St Neots - Xenus House, Sandpiper Court, St Neots PE19 8EP T: 01480 474661

Navigating Parental Disputes:

School Holiday Arrangements

It is that time of year where two parents are
separated, disagreement can arise in regard to
their child’s living arrangements throughout
the school holidays and often revolve around
conflicting holiday plans, travel arrangements,
and concerns about childcare during breaks.
These issues can escalate quickly, leading to
heightened stress and strained relationships
between parents and for the children involved.

If, after exhausting all dispute resolution
avenues, an agreement cannot be reached,
an application to the court for a Child
Arrangements Order (CAO) may be necessary.
CAOs offer a structured approach to resolving
such conflicts, providing clarity and stability
in determining where children will spend their
holidays both short and long term.

Understanding Child Arrangement Orders

Obtaining a CAO for school holiday
arrangements involves considering various legal
factors, the priority being the children’s welfare
and the ability of parents to cooperate. Whilst
some parents may be able to reach agreements
through negotiation or mediation, others

may require court intervention to formalise
arrangements.

CAOs are legally binding court orders that
outline where children will live and how much
time they will spend with each parent. They
come in various forms, including Specific issue
orders (addressing particular matters like
schooling or healthcare) and Prohibited steps
orders (restricting certain actions by one or both
parents).

CAOs can provide a clear framework for parents
to follow. These orders can specify holiday
schedules, allocate holiday time between

parents and establish communication protocols.

By outlining expectations and responsibilities,
CAOs can help reduce conflict and promote
cooperative co-parenting.

Benefit for the Children

CAOs are granted in the child’s best interest and
as described above, their welfare is paramount.
CAOs aim to promote stability and consistency
for the children, ensuring they have a structured
routine during breaks. A CAO leaves no room
for debate, these orders are legally enforceable
and compel the parties to adhere, minimising
disagreement and the emotional stress often
experienced by the children themselves.

Help is at hand

If you require further advice on the process
of obtaining a Child Arrangement Order (CAO)
or any other family related matter, please
make an appointment to see Lisa Leader or
any member of the family team at Leeds Day.
Alternatively you can complete the contact
enquiries form on the website: www.leedsday.
co.uk/contact or if you would prefer to speak
to someone then please do contact Leeds
Day on 0333 577 2250 or email lisa.leader@
leedsday.co.uk

Lisa Leader - Senior Associate Solicitor

To find out more or to book an appointment contact Leeds Day on 0333 577 2250,
send an email to family@leedsday.co.uk or visit our website: www.leedsday.co.uk/family.




Free All Age event

Get creative

Food & Fun

Informal gathering

Churches of Hilton together
For all faiths, and none

9 May, 13 June & 1 Aug (FW)
To find out more, call Rachel on 830866
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#  second Friday of month
# 5.30pm - 7pm

# Parish Church

# Hilton

{
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BRING A BOTTLE!

Sroon ity

Additional Sockets and Lighting, Consumer Unit Upgrades, Electric Vehicle Charge Points,
Garden Lighting....Just to name a few

*Contact Dan for a free estimate. You can also reach me on WhatsApp*

07886 832 724 | dan@greencityelectrical.co.uk | greencityelectrical.co.uk

Auntie Bella’s Yorkshire Yeast Loaf

Being a war time recipe it is given in Imperial weights! It is not as complicated as it might
seem. Best cooked in a one pound sized bread tin to slice and serve buttered and with cheese
the Yorkshire way

Ingredients:

3 oz butter or margarine

3 o0z sugar

legg

8 oz plain flour

1 teaspoon syrup or treacle
Three quarters of a cup of milk
A pinch of salt

Half a teaspoon of yeast (they used fresh
then, usually dried nowadays)

8oz dried fruit
Half an ounce of bicarbonate of soda
1 teaspoons spices (optional)

Method:

Prepare the baking tin by lining it with greaseproof paper or a layer of grease

Cream sugar and fat

Beat the syrup and egg into the mixture

Warm the milk, pour some of it onto the yeast and keep warm, save a little for the bicarb
Stir the dried fruit and flour to the mixture alternately

Add the yeast mixture then the bicarb one likewise

The old recipe says to bake in a slow oven for two hours, but it’s best to check if the knife
comes out cleanly in our modern way.

Kept in an airtight container this will last up to two weeks but it’s never had to to wait that long
in our house!

Scottish Grandad’s Porridge

Method:

Pour about 40 grams of porridge oats into a saucepan with a cup of full cream milk and heat
until it’s thickening

Putinto a bowl

Meanwhile heat a cup of the same milk, and pour into another bowl
Sprinkle with salt. Yes, salt!

Enjoy spoonfuls alternately between the two bowls

In icy winters have whisky available orin your porridge

Apologies In last month’s recipe we left out a key ingredient. Please use 90z/260gms of self raising flour
when making the date and walnut cake. Enjoy.



CARPETS

SIMALAN'S

Carpets and Vinyl
Supplied and Fitted

We have been in the carpet
trade for 50 years!

Free Quotes

Home sample selection service
available or visit our showroom
located in Swavesey

Express delivery & fitting
Phone

07790 681317
01954 232298

Gk

GROUNDWORKS

Footings | Drainage | Patios
Driveways | Fencing | Digger
Hire | Grab Lorry

Tel: 07737 884643 or 01480 535478
gregg@gcegroundworksitd.co.uk
www.gcegroundworkshd.co.uk

Gregg Ellis, 5 Conington Road,
Fenstanton, Cambridgeshire,

PE28 9LB

THE WHITE SWAN
CONINGTON

RICHARD & ANDREA WELCOME YOU TO THE

WHITE SWAN

RURAL COMMUNITY PUB OF THE YEAR.
ADITIONAL ENGLISH PUR OFFERING,
LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD SERVED DAILY,

Y ATURDAY INCLUDING PUB
: NING A LA CART E 3
SERVED OXN
E SATU
FROM sPM TH THE SUMMER.
WE LODOK FORWARD TO YOUR YISIT SO0MN,

TEL - 0195426
FOLLOW US ON:
INSTAGRAM: THEWHITESWANCONINGTON

20-20 vision

When you drive around an industrial estate
do you ever wonder what goes on behind
those closed doors. What’s being stored?
What’s being manufactured? Is there some
kind of hi-tech specialist research that’s
being hidden behind nondescript facades?

Edison Road, St Ives, is home to exactly
one of those businesses, EyeSpecs which

is managed by Mat Kennedy. This 34

year old local chap joined his father’s
business just a few years ago. Mat was born
and bred in St Ives, went to Wheatfield
Primary School and then onto the St lvo
before ending up studying for a degree in
business management at Anglian Ruskin in
Cambridge.

Mat after studying worked for Andrew, his
father, in his hi-tech lens manufacturing
business. The business was established over
20 years ago and now supplies independent
opticians across the UK with their lenses. In
his mid-twenties he left the business to do
his own thing and ended up working for a
number of hi-tech companies in sales and
business development.

“One of the places | worked at in Cambridge
was full of high level technical geeks. They
were incredible people at the top of their
game. It was a really exciting place to work.”
Mat explains.

However, he always had the urge to run his
own business, so a couple of years ago he
rejoined his father’s company. “It was the
transition from being a pure manufacturer to
a retailer that really interested me. Our aim is
to take away some of the technical jargon and
suggest lens options which are best suited

to the customers lifestyle and prescription
needs. We guarantee big savings coming
direct to the manufacturer with a fantastic
range of designer and non-branded frames for
all budgets and styles. The feedback that we

EyeSpecs

hear so often is how good our frame selection
is, the personal service and advice we provide
with huge cost savings.”

When not at work Mat spends time with his
wife and his first child, now just nine months.
“Ialso try to fit in some golf and watching
football. I’'m a Manchester United fan, but you
might not want include that in the magazine!”

Andrew and Mat

Mat’s vision for the future is to provide an
eye testing facility. “That way we can provide
an end to end service. With our new website
people will be able to make online bookings.
We are going to trial opening at weekends
initially and then look to open in the evenings.
| recognise that we are missing out on 40-60
year old professionals who are in full-time
work. We are hoping that our flexible hours
will make it even more convenient for them.”

EyeSpecs can be found on Edison Road and
is currently open 09.00 -17.00 weekdays



Upd ate

Pavilion

The parish council has submitted a grant
application to the Thalia fund to enable
progress to be made on rebuilding the
pavilion. If we are successful it will finally
allow us provide a suitable facility.

Pump Track

SCDC, which managed the Rural
England Prosperity Fund, from whom

we had a grant to enable the track to be
built, met with the PC in March to inspect
the facility.

They were pleased to hear how much it
was being used and took lots of photos
but as it was the middle of the day

no one was using it and they hope to
revisit soon.

Village hall

Since January a new team of volunteers
has been appointed to run the Fen
Drayton Village Hall Charity.

Small villages rely on volunteers, without
whom services would not function.
Rachel Clowery now manages the village
hall bookings and is building on Sue
Young’s excellent work.

Children’s parties are increasingly
popular and fund-raising events planned
for the summer include a raffle and
tabletop sale with refreshments, on
Sunday, 11 May.

FEN DRAYTON
Parish Council

The rest of the team is focused on
improving the hall. The meeting room
with bar facility has just had a makeover
and further refurbishments are planned
in future.

Every year the car park is damaged by
rain and frost. We need volunteers to
repair this winter’s damage. If you could
help for a few hours, please get in touch.

To improve the hall's environmental
impact, we’ve applied for a Net Zero
grant to install solar panels and a
suspended ceiling.

The new team has plenty of enthusiasm to
get things done but we are always looking
for more volunteers, including someone
with IT expertise, to give up a few hours a
month to help out.

If you would like to help your village hall
with any of the above, please contact us
on: fendraytonvillagehallweb@gmail.com

Contact:
email: fendrayton.clerk@gmail.com
website: www.fendrayton.org

post: PO Box 1102, Fen Drayton, Cambridge CB24 4WZ

The new team has plenty of enthusiasm to
get things done but we are always looking
for more volunteers, including someone
with IT expertise, to give up afew hours a
month to help out.

If you would like to help your village hall
with any of the above, please contact us
on: fendraytonvillagehallweb@gmail.com

Sue Ellington - South Cambs
district councillor’s report

As we come to the end of the financial year,
South Cambs District Council (SCDC)

is in a relatively good financial situation.
The income from Ermine Street housing,
which s privately owned by the council,
helps the administration to carry out its
responsibilities and promote their Green to
the Core strategy.

SCDC has, however, decided to increase
council tax by the maximum permissible
and to raise councillors’ allowances. On
the plus side, I'm pleased that the village
has benefited from a number of significant
grants, enabling the construction of the
pump track and improvements to the
village hall.

Over the coming year we will be faced

with a significant change in the way local
governmentis organised. The government
has decided that district councils should be
abolished and all local authority services
delivered by a unitary authority. All the
current authorities are required to submit a
first draft of how this might be established
by the end of March 2025.

I’'m concerned that SCDC has called an
emergency council meeting on 19 March
to agree the draft they will submit, without
consulting the public.

Even as | write this, on 7 March, | have

no idea of the size or configuration of this
new authority. You will hear more over the
coming months!.

Contactmeifl can help on 0777414633.
Sue Ellington - District Councillor
Swavesey and Fen Drayton Ward.

Community Cafe

Our next cafe is Saturday 12 April,
from 10.30-12.30 pm in the village hall,
featuring a Spring Quiz!

Again, we'll have a donation box for
foodbank contributions and urgently
need household cleaning and personal
hygiene items, such as toothpaste,
shower gel, etc.

The cafe trustees provide grants to
support local organisations/clubs and

events. Ithas been our pleasure recently
to grant a donation to Squirrels, the
youngest members (4—6 year olds) of
the scouting movement. Amongst other
things they purchased for the group were
two first aid kits.

We were also pleased to support this
year’s village pancake race, enabling the
purchase of a medal for the winners of
each race category.




Head Lines

News from Fenstanton and

Hilton Primary and Preschool

The second half of the spring term was a
really busy one here at FHPS. We started
the half term by celebrating Founders Day
and the start of the Scouting and Guiding
movements. It was a huge thrill to see so
many children at school in the uniforms of
the groups they belong to - Scouts, Guides,
Cubs, Brownies, Beavers, Rainbows and
Squirrels. We held an assembly in school
to look at the values of these groups. We
found many connections to our own values
of Community, Determination and Integrity.
We have included a picture of the children
with this article.

Our Year 6 children enjoyed taking partin a
quiz held by the Rotary Club of St Ives at the
end of February. Several local schools took
part, with teams working together in their
own school and quiz masters calling results
through to the central team. The children had
a lot of fun and enjoyed working together to
complete the challenges, and maybe one or
two biscuits too!

Four members of our Year 6 cohort took part
in the Local Authority’s English Challenge in
March. Congratulations for Freya, Lauren,
Oliver and Joshua who represented us all. We
are very proud of the children for taking part
and showing our values in the community.

One of the
highlights of the
school calendar
took place in
March with our Reading Week. This included
Reading Breakfasts for all of our children and
parents/carers; a peg-character competition
organised by our PTA; the chance for children
to hear different teachers read; opportunities
to read in different spaces; designing book
tokens; making character props; and, of
course World Book Day itself on 6 March.
What a week it was!

nm .
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With very best wishes, from all of us at
Fenstanton and Hilton Primary School and
Preschool.

Passing Place:
the Fenlands,
Flooding, and
its Futures

Shannon Best, curator

I grew up in the Fenlands, a

landscape shaped by the movement

and management of water. Originally
marshland, agricultural demand

during the 1600s led to its artificial
drainage for arable plots, though

pockets of wetland persist today.

This land has been incrementally
changed by sea-level rise, human-

made intervention and flooding;

with a dynamic interplay between
inundation and drainage, the land

lies significantly below sea level,

making it some of the lowest land

areas in the United Kingdom. This
constant push and pull between land and
water has long informed my understanding
of home.

Itis from this awareness that the

exhibition Joining Doggerland formed. Held
at APT Gallery, London, from 6-16 February
2025, this mixed-media group exhibition took
its name from the lost land of Doggerland - a
prehistoric plain once connecting Britain to
mainland Europe, before warming climates
led to its submergence - to raise urgent
questions about what it means to hold steady

- — .

doggerLANDscape © Olivia Louvel.
Photo by Paul Kendall.

in the face of environmental uncertainty; to
act as committed witnesses to processes of
loss and change across the UK.

As part of the exhibition’s public
programming, | am co-leading a free guided
walk with members of the Cambridgeshire
Geological Society along the Fen Edge

Trail, through the village of Stretham. On
Sunday 4 May, from 2 - 5 pm, we will traverse
a landscape in flux - one that bears the
markers of geological, agricultural, and
social histories. Along the walk, we will visit
Stretham Old Engine: once used to pump
water from fenland marshes into the River
Ouse, this historic drainage engine serves as
a tangible relic of land management practices
and their effects on the region’s pasts,
presents and futures.

The walk acts as an invitation: to engage
directly with the land, and to reflect on
the possibilities still embedded within
its evolving terrain. The Fenlands, like
Doggerland before it, carries the weight
of history. But within that history is also
areminder that landscapes, and the
communities within them, are always
adapting and finding ways to endure.

If you are interested in attending, please
see www.fenedgetrail.org and email:info@
cambsgeology.orgto book your place.

@



What you’re Missing

&d Girlguiding
Hilton Rainbows and Brownies

Hilton Brownies are having an exciting time!
In February we opened our Time Capsule
which was created in 2000, with the help of
Nicole who was there at the time! We found
letters written by brownies addressed to
‘Brownies of the Future’ telling them what
fun they were having as well as information
about their pets and families, photographs
of the brownies, a copy of the Brownie
magazine, a summary of activities done in
that year, letter to parents, samples of badges
and coins from the year 2000. Many of the
activities, we still do today.

In half term, some of our Brownies joined
with Papworth girls and travelled to Paris
where they climbed part of the Eiffel Tower,
had a boat trip on the Seine and a tour of
some of the sights. They visited Disneyland

Hilton Art Club

and enjoyed the thrills of the rides. A brilliant
trip and thanks to the leaders who arranged
this. Aweek later most of the girls, together
with some Rainbows, enjoyed a Pyjama Party
sleepover, also with Papworth units where
they played games, heard stories, made lots
of crafts as well as their own pizzas for tea. For
many girls, this was their first sleepover away
from home but hopefully not their last with
guiding.

At the start of the term, the Rainbows each
brought a friend to try out Rainbows and
hopefully join, they had fun with parachute
games and activities. Rainbows are also doing
a Peter Rabbit challenge badge including a
visit to Mr McGregor’s garden (Community
Garden) and an Easter Egg hunt.

Lots of badges and awards earned by both
units.

Karen Baker

Rainbow and Brownie Leader
girlguidinghilton@gmail.com
07970 404569

Our February session was titled ‘Poles Apart:
Arctic and Antarctic’ and there was plenty

of scope for our artwork, with paintings of
penguins particularly popular, as well as a puffin
and sea life and landscapes of snow and ice (see
picture).

Kathy reminded us about the forthcoming all-day
‘Concertina Sketchbook’ workshop with tutor and
artist Christine Lockwood, which sounded very
exciting.

We now have the numbers for attendance and
have purchased the sketchbooks for the day.

11 April 9.30 am -12.30 pm ‘A Play Date’: bring
materials, favourite or unused, to experiment
with.

Please note we are reverting to the earlier start
time for Spring, apart from workshops.

Hilton Women'’s Institute

That robin in the garden is setting out his
territory and a riot of spring colour is showing
itself with daffodils large and small popping
up in all manner of places. April and May are
exciting months with so much happening in
the countryside.

It’s just the same with Hilton and especially
our Wl with a number of us rising from our
‘winter hibernation’. Even more members
are newly trying Canasta, one of our Sue’s
was pleased to have 12 ladies at her first
Rummikub and the usual Craft Club and Book
Club continue to thrive.

Ever ready for a challenge, a small group has
been supporting the Knitted Bible Exhibition
in Godmanchester Parish Church by knitting
a large number of flowers, fastening them to

HiLTon ViLLace HALL

Available for functions throughout the
day, evenings, and for contract bookings

SineLE FUNCTIONS

£15.00 per hour
£20.00 per hour

Before 7.00pm
After 7.00pm

CONTRACT BOOKINGS

Before 7.00pm  £10.00 per hour
After 7.00pm  £14.00 per hour

info@hiltonvillagehall.com
www.hiltonvillagehall.com

or call
07752 678415

Find us on O
HILTON VILLAGE HALL, CAMBS

HILTON

Wl

INSPIRING WOMEN

a large netand using
that to adorn one
of the church
windows; we
were pleased
with that
challenge!
Someone once
quoted ‘everyone
can bring a level
of happiness up
to a different
level’ Oh,yes
we can!

18 of the film fans
among us have
recently enjoyed
The Miracle Club at the Corn Exchange in
St lves and are eyeing the ‘What’s Ons‘ in
Huntingdon. We shortly aim to take that
long-postponed local boat trip when water
levels allow and the coach trip to London is
nearly full.

No doubt we will be planning our participation
in acknowledging the 80 year anniversary of
VE day and then VJ day.

Our March meeting involved our AGM when
Wendy, our fantastic President, had decided
not to continue for a third year. Our gratitude
is beyond words because without those two
years of herstrong supportwe would not
have had a Wl in Hilton. We showed our
thanks with a beautiful bouquet, a bottle of
something sparkly and a poem written by Mel
in her honour.

C— —

Now we thank and welcome Pam for taking
the helm and we know that she will lead us as
successfully as all our preceding chairladies.

The rest of the evening involved two
challenging quizzes by Mel and Pam so as ever,
a good time was had by all!

New members always welcome:-
hiltonwisecretary@gmail.com

@



What you’re Missing

FPC ¢¢There are no strangers
W here, only friends that

haven’t yet met?)

Fenstanton Church Centre, School Lane, Fenstanton

FPC Welcome Space is a free facility funded by your Parish Council, voluntary donations
and external grants, and is run entirely by volunteers.

Opening Times
Mon 9:30am to 12:00 noon  Tues 9:15amto 11:45am  Tues 2:00pm to 4:00pm
Free drinks and snacks and free wi-fi always available.

We hold our Baby & Toddler group on Tuesday mornings.
Our Chair & Standing Exercise class is on Mondays (10:00am to 10:50am)
Tuesday afternoon we have our Welcome Tea Rooms, offering free drinks, snacks, and cakes.

Tove Sputal, Coonly

Easter Afternoon Tea & Raffle

Join us on Tuesday 15 April at 2pm for
Afternoon High Tea. We will be serving a
sumptuous buffet with Simnel Cake and
Hot Cross Buns. Our “Talk of the town”
Easter Raffle will also take place with lots
of fabulous prizes.

VE Day 80 Street Party

Thursday 8 May at 2pm we will be
celebrating the 80th anniversary of Victory
in Europe Day with our Indoor Street Party
which is part of the wider celebrations
going on throughout the village. Join us
for a glorious war time feast and sing-
along to your favourite 40’s songs.

Note from the publisher

For advertising opportunities please email info@thejournal.life.
Space is booked on a yearly subscription basis and runs from
September 24 until August 25.

Priority will always be given to local businesses. The Journal takes
no responsibility for the standard of goods or services provided
and accepts no liability on any loss or damage from acceptance of
any advertisers.

Hilton Flower Club

03 March was a great success, our Flower demonstrator,
Tim Meakin did six wonderful arrangements getting us all
ready for Spring. Six Lucky ladies each took an arrangement
home.

07 April Lesley Beeton is doing an Easter Workshop with
us, all looking forward to that, don’t forget to bring
your scissors, cake stand and Easter chicks.

01 May Maddie Bradley is our flower demonstrator,
we haven’t seen Maddie before so looking forward to
meeting her.

19 June is our annual outing, we are going to Kelmarsh "
Hall and Gardens near Northampton.

There is a cafe serving light lunches and drinks,you can bring
your own picnic if you prefer.

The cost is £34, which includes the bus and
and gardens.

If you are interested please ring:- June 014
Beverley 01480 830571

Hilton Village Hall 2pm - 4pm Entran€ ncludes tea/biscuits
No membership, just pay at the door.

Look forward to seeing you at the workshop.

Coffee,Cake &
Church

I’s church, but not as you know it....

Sunday 27 Apr
Sunday 25 May
Sunday 22 Jun

and every 4" Sunday, (excluding Dec)

11.15am HILTON VILLAGE HALL

A welcome for all, good coffee, delicious cakes,
crafts & activities, time to talk, music and prayer

For more information, call
Revd David Busk on 436400
or Rachel Wood on 830866

We’d love to see you there!

brought to you by
Hilton Parish Church



What you’re Missing

It Takes a Village...

It was almost a year ago that a few women
from Hilton sat around a table in the Prince
of Wales, sipping wine and concocting

a plan to raise money for the Hilton
Community Hub. Never did we realise

that the efforts of 17 ladies, four dogs and

a whole group of supportive friends and
family would blow our fundraising goals out
of the water.

There are over 200 Hilton Calendar Girl
calendars adorning the walls far and wide...
from here in people’s homes, in pubs, auto
repair shops, farms, lawn and flooring
companies to as far away as the USA. We
even have a cheeky little song written about
us which was performed at our official
launch!

We thank Studio MEM, GM Tyres, The Princes
of Les band, MKM, Lattenbury Farming
Company, R.D.B. Flooring, Primegrass,
Planework Ltd, Monarch Farm and Riding
Stables, the Co-op in Papworth Everard, the
Three Tuns in Huntingdon, Simon Perry,
Trevor Havard and Roy Phillips for kindly
sponsoring the calendar. And a special
mention to Kat Hutchinson who enabled
each one of us to shine with beautiful
photography and a wicked sense of humour.

We also had great participation in our launch

auction and a couple of very generous donors

who ensured that we achieved a massive
£4,000 for the Hilton Community Hub so
that it can continue without having to worry

about where the next grant might come from.

As avillage, we all care about everyone who
lives here, and hope that everyone has the
opportunity to flourish. But it takes a village
- the collective involvement of a community
- to ensure that no one feels lonely or
isolated, and everyone feels valued and
appreciated - Thanks to all the people who
supported us and to the Hilton Community
Hub and the amazing people who run it for
making that possible. We hope that the
£4,000 we have raised through our calendar
can provide many more activities, events,
food, laughter and fun for everyone who
attends each week.

Bridget M. Havard

“My husband and I are regular
users of the hub. The fundraising
means we can continue to enjoy the
company of others, chat, play games
and | for once don’t have to think
about food or preparation, it just
appears and is delicious.

Iam a carer and my husband is
disabled so the continuation of
the hub gives us something to look
forward to every week.

Thank you fundraisers.”

Fenstanton Football Club

Recently the Fenstanton Youth FC U10s
squad enjoyed a fantastic opportunity to
train with a professional footballer. Todd
Kane started his football career at Chelsea’s
youth academy where he was youth captain
and a Youth Cup winner, going on to play in
the Championship and Eredivisie. As a local

AT

lad, Todd has now started his own training
programmes through Toddy’s Academy and
is keen to support local clubs and kids to
access high level training. Todd came to the
Football Club on a sunny Sunday in March
and spent time with the newly formed Under
10s squad, taking drills and supporting game
play. The team had fun
and learnt some new
skills, which they are now
keen to take into their
upcoming games.

You can watch our youth
teams on a Saturday
morning and the senior
teams on a Saturday
afternoon at the Football
Club, we would love to
see support from the local
community.

If you have any
queries please contact
the Club by email
fenstantonfootball@
outlook.com

(St Peter and St Paul's Church,
\\_Fenstanton, PE28 048 / —

(17" & 18" May 2025
12 ;_Ijlji_l" ~_iB£I_Jb
| Light refreshments
~ . available

In aid of Fenstanion Parish Church Hestoration Tund

@



What you’re Missing

Fenstanton Glebe Allotments Association

I can’t believe it is March already and the
growing season is well underway. It’s a

busy time preparing beds and most of the
allotments are showing signs of new growth.

Itis not too late to chit potato seedlings. Place
them in a seed tray or egg box with the eyes
facing up, keep them in a frost-free place

for 4-6 weeks, then when the potatoes have
sprouted approx linch, plant them out. There
are many varieties to choose from, grown at
different times of the year. Garden centres
usually provide information on when to plant
the different varieties and what they can be
used for.

Other vegetable seeds to plant now are peas,
beans, carrots from mid-March and beetroot.

Fenstanton Parish Council has kindly gifted
our social plot two apple trees as part of a
wider village initiative. Thank you, Ray, for
organising this, and Jan and Paul for planting
them.

If you think that you would be interested
in having an allotment, please contact the
secretary at sgaa@btinternet.com

We have several social events that happen
throughout the year, as well as competitions

for the tallest sunflower and the biggest
pumpkin, which are very competitive!

We are grateful for the continuing support
from the Parish Council.

Fenstanton Friendship Club

If you would like to meet new friends and
socialise, please come along and help the
club grow. Age is no barrier and we welcome
everyone into our fold. It is always good to
get new ideas and suggestions for meetings.
We meet every other Wednesday at 2.00pm,
in the building of the United Reformed
Church in Chequer Street. Although we hold
our meetings in the church building, we are
not affiliated to the church. Our activities
are varied and as well as the yearly trips

out to lunch, cream teas, boat trips on The
Ladybird, strawberry tea and Christmas
celebration, we will have various speakers
and entertainers.

Come along and check us out, you will find a
friendly group and a warm welcome.

12 February We were privileged to have
Sean Moyes, “The Banjo Man”, to play for
us. He is a wonderful musician and a great
personality. We had such an amazing
afternoon. The music varied from regular
banjo renditions to classical music. Sean
appeared on the Anglia news programme
on Monday 24 February. He will be travelling
to Oklahoma in October, where he will be
honoured in being the only other English
banjo player in the “Hall of Fame” next to
George Formby!! Well deserved.

26 February Richard from the Norris
Museum was able to come and talk to us
about “The Witches of Warboys” and witches
in general, throughout the ages. It was a well
presented talk and very informative. It was
incredible to find that for the most trivial

of reasons, anyone, both male and female,
could be defined as a witch. So watch out if
you simply have a skin tag!!! you could be
thrown into the village pond, sink or swim
according to your witchiness!! In England the
punishment was hanging, which was the fate
of two women and one man in Warboys.

Upcoming Meetings

12 March An afternoon to mark on
your calendars. Rachel George and her
accompanist Bron will enthrall us with

a Flute recital. Also, we will learn more
about “Operation Smile”, a worthwhile
charity helping children with cleft palate.

26 March Lunch at the Marina. Always a
good meal and company.

9 April Atrip out to the “Ramsey Rural
Museum” where we will have a private
tour followed by tea and cake.

23 April Brian and Paul, AKA Panache,
will entertain us with voice, guitars and
great humour.

Any questions please contact me.
Marie Newns bubblenewns@gmail.com
01480 350119



The Yellow Pages

Venues for hire

Fen Drayton Village Hall 07596 576515
Fenstanton Church Centre 01954 230471
Hilton Village Hall 07752 678415

Councils
Cambridgeshire County Council 0345 045 5200

Fen Drayton Parish Council 07704 023534
Fenstanton Parish Council 01480 465300
Hilton Parish Council 01480 830605

Huntingdonshire District Council 01480 388388
South Cambs District Council 0345 045 0500

Community Groups and Clubs

Books and Jigsaws at FURC 01480498221
Fen Drayton Bowls Club 01480 385297
Fen Drayton Lions FC 07718 900880
Fen Drayton Parent

and Toddlers 07549 630124
Fen Drayton Tennis Club 01954 231752
Fen Shanty Folk 07841 599492
Fenstanton Baby and

Toddler Group 07742 259653
Fenstanton Beavers,

Cubs and Scouts 07531 863368
Fenstanton Bowls Club 07541968125
Fenstanton Community Hub 07949 453767
Fenstanton Football Club 07968 081874
Fenstanton Friendship Club 01480350119

Fenstanton Glebe Allotments 07817 786298

Fenstanton Town Trust 01480464753
Fenstanton Indoor Bowls 01480 497202
Fenstanton Knitter

and Natters 01480 498221
Fenstanton Litter Picking 07949 453767
Fenstanton Speed Watch 07949 453767
Hilton Art Club 01480 830696

Hilton Baby and Toddler
Group 07527 394945

Hilton British Legion 01480 831186
Hilton Community Garden 07488 351128
Hilton Flower Club 01480830571
Hilton HGV Watch 07768 294878

Hilton Neighbourhood Watch 01480 831658
Hilton Rainbows and Brownies 07970 404569
Hilton Speed Watch 07540811115

Community Groups and Clubs

Hilton Town Trust
Hilton WI

RSPB

Slimming World

Community events
Fen Drayton 10k run
Hilton Feast Week
Hilton Produce Show
Hilton Summer Ball
The BIG Village Fun Day

Education
Fen Drayton Primary School

Fenstanton and Hilton
Primary School

Hilton Day Nursery
Ladybird Day Nursery
Sunhill Nursery
Swavesey Village College

Churches

St Mary’s Church, Fen Drayton

Fenstanton Parish Church
Fenstanton URC

Hilton Methodist Church
Hilton Parish Church

St lves Roman Catholic Church
The Particular Baptist Church

Emergency numbers
A&E Addenbrooks Hospital
A&E Hinchinbrooke Hospital

Environment Agency
(Flood Line)

Fenstanton pharmacy
Fenstanton surgery

Fly Tipping

Gas leak

Non emergency medical
Non emergency Police
Papworth pharmacy
Papworth surgery

01480 830866
01480 831186
01954 233260
07568 444140

07919 254467
01480 830605
01480 830412
01480 831299
01480370973

01954 273346

01480 375055
01767 688715
01480 469166
01954 230030
01954 230366

01480465211
01480465211
07710 240363
01480 830686
01480 830866
01480 462192
01480 830142

01233217118
01480416416

08459881188
01480495159
01480 461873
0345 0450500
0800111999

111

101
01480 831415
01480 830888

Emergency numbers

Peterborough City Hospital 01733 678000
Power cut 0800 678 3105
Samaritans 116 123 Free
Swavesey surgery 01954 230202
Water leak 0800 316 7676
Buses

A2B 0800 001 6255
Dews Coaches 01487 740241
Stagecoach 01223 423578
Whippet Coaches 01954 230011
Pubs and eating places

Carriage’s of Cambridge 01954 233279
Little Piggy Cafe 07764 336911
The Duchess, Fenstanton 01480 350859
The Three Tuns, Fen Drayton 01954 230242
The White Swan, Conington 01954 267251
Retail

Alan’s Carpets 07790 681317
Ash’s Store 01480 466225
Denise Jackson Interiors 07910 507541
Eye Specs 01480 499606
Frank’s Farm 07831777766
Norwich Sunblinds 01223904129
Ponders Travel 01954 232802
Post Office and OMIA Store 07533 240954
Respiratory Nutrition 07902 259953
Ron’s Farm Shop 01480495127
Rosegate Farm Shop 07922 588171
Garden services

G G Landscapes 07889 848117
Hamptons Groundcare 01480 274848
Hemingford Arboriculture 01480 463674
Ray Puddefoot 07501 684935
Decorators

Jason Kirby 01954 211775

Design, printing and copying
St Ives Quickprint Ltd 01480 465215

Household services
Cambridge Light Removals
Christopher the Locksmith
Easton & Cook Funerals
Expert Financial

Fairy Dog Mother
Fenstanton Dental
Hamptons Pest Control
Hilton Private Hire

J L Wight Chimney Sweep
More Space Storage

01480 352220
07772111222
01480 310400
01480718719
01480 461959
01480381129
01480 274848
07521293434
01954 253315
01480 830130

Television Mobile Repair Service 07887 887319

Vets for Pets
W&H Peacock Auctioneers
Z Cars Taxis

Electricians

DSS Electrical

TW Electical

Twin Electical Services

01223 243535
01480 474550
01480 462046

0800 019 7992
07810710826
07796 492953

Plumbing and Heating Engineers

J Halstead
MDS
RDS

01480 830329
01480 800810
01954 770309

Building services and supplies

Bannold

CanDo Roofing

G B Builders

GCE Groundworks
Graham Malkan

R D B Flooring

Stormguard Building Services

Car servicing and repairs
Wilderspin Garage

The Journal
Advertising
Circulation

Editorial - Fen Drayton
Editorial - Fenstanton
Editorial - Hilton

01954 231666
01354 629575
01487 479253
07737 884643
07799 850237
07970 256237
01480270744

01954 230273

07768 274456
07876 446565
07711 442473
07952 838121
07793 794431



= HILTON PRIVATE HIRE

FRONT PORT I AIRPORT

Alrport Specialist
Lecal & Long Distance Travel
Executive 4-8 Seaters
Taxi Service
Fast, Reliable, Affordable,
Quick & Friendly
Pickup & Drop Off Service
24/7 365 Days a year

www.hiltenprivatehire.co.uk
Please ask for more details
07521-29-34-34 &
hiltonprivatehire@hotmail.com

Local plumber based in Hilton

Complete bathroom installations
including tiling

All aspects of plumbing undertaken,
big and small jobs welcome.

For a free quote call or email John

07570 387 684 01480 830 329
jhalsteadplumbing@gmail.com

GG

Tel: 01954 203004

Grass cutting
Garden Clearance
Hedge trimming
Tree felling
General maintenance
Rotavating
Turf supplied and laid
Moss control
Fencing
Weed and feed grasses
Trailer hire for garden rubbish —
clean wood, clean rubble, clean soil
to take away.

OMIA

Convenience Store

@

Support local business
Shop locally

3 Rookery Place, Fenstanton PE28 9LZ

Open
Monday - Friday 7am to 9pm
Saturday 8am to 9pm
Sunday 9am to 7pm

@omiastore
@omiacakes

HAMPTONS

Your local Pest Control Company based in Huntingdon
and run by local people.
Offering same day service at competitive rates

 T: 01480 274848 / 07519 111667
> info@hamptonspestcontrol.co.uk

www.hamptonspestcontrol.co.uk
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Three Tuns

Fen Drayton

@

available lunchtimes & evenings

2 courses £18
JCourses £22

28\
& www. threetunsfendrayton.co.uk

SCANTO
VIEW MENU @ 01954230242




